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Between 1990 and 2015 Argentina lost 22.1% of its native forests -7,681,000 hectares-
ranking 9th regarding forest cover loss on a global scale. The country is an exporter of
agricultural commodities and the third largest soybean producer in the world, just below the
United States and Brazil. Along with Brazil, Uruguay, and Paraguay, Argentina constitutes
what is called the ‘Soybean Republics a term that refers to economies in which soybeans
production plays a crucial role in earning foreign exchange income.

There is a consensus that the production of agricultural commodities is a driver of deforestation
since it pushes the expansion of the agricultural frontier whereas global demand is risen and
expected to rise more. Thus, for countries exporting forest-risk commodities -soy, palm oil,
timber, and cattle- further developing of exports can be a strong driver for economic growth as
well as deforestation. This forest conversion translates into the loss of the environmental
services provided by forest (soil protection, greenhouse gases capture, and water regulation)
with environmental, economic, and social consequences.

Although several policy actions have been implemented, deforestation is still a problem in
Argentina and other agricultural forest-risk commodities producers. Preservation policies are
not producing the expected outputs, except for a few successful cases at some places.
Attempting to shed new light on the deforestation problem, this study focus on its main drivers:
that is, the export of agricultural commodities.

The hypothesis is that the production of commodities is not taken into account in the design of
Public Policies addressing deforestation. As a consequence, preservation policies do not produce
the expected outputs. Thus, the main research question of this study is “to what extent the
production of forest-risk agricultural commodities is integrated into the design of forest
protection policies?”




The methodology proposed comprise the elaboration of an Analytical Policy Framework and the
search for references on the export of commodities, agricultural production, and expansion of
the agricultural frontier through Content Analysis’ techniques. The Analytical Policy
Framework provides a menu of policy options to address deforestation, organized according to
whether they are public or private. In turn, Public Policies are classified into International
Policies, Forest Policies in Forested Countries and Forest-Relevant Non-Forest Policies. Given
that international markets significantly influence the production of agricultural forest-risk
commodities and that private and public policy complement each other, demand-side measures
targeting forest-risk commodities implemented through the supply chain are also incorporated
into the framework

This research seeks to help in the better formulation of policies aimed at forest conservation
and, although it is limited to the case of soy production in Argentina, the lessons of this study
could provide insights into other cases of deforestation driven by the production of forest-risk.

This study concludes that Argentina acknowledges the production of agricultural commodities
as deforestation drivers in the international policies addressing deforestation that it subscribes
to. However, the content analysis conducted on the documents related to the country’s Forest
Policy suggests that the Government has poorly integrated the export of commodities in the
design of its forest protection policy. Beyond the results of the content analysis, the lack of
implementation of the funding of the Forest Policy with the two percent (2%) of the total
revenues of export taxes on agricultural products suggests a reluctant attitude of the
Government towards integrating the production of agricultural commodities in its Forest
Protection Policy. On the contrary, forest protection policies implemented by International
traders’ firms involved in soybeans exports not only acknowledge the role played by
commodities productions as a driver of deforestation but also integrate it in their sustainability
policies. The extent of these efforts varies according to firm size and commercialized byproduct
on the one hand, and country of operation on the other.

Finally, International and National Public Policies, targeting producers, and Demand-side
measures, implemented throughout the supply chain, are complementary. A stronger
acknowledgment of the linkages between the production of agricultural commodities and
deforestation might allow for more effective public policies. Additionally, a closer
collaboration with the private sector could enhance the enforcement of the Argentinean
Forest Policy.
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