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The Policy of Home Care
for The Aged in China

The Analysis of “Come back Home Often” Clause
From the Perspective of Family Welfare

JIN XIAO

Aiming at the new added “come back home often” clause in the Law of the
Protection of the Rights and Interests of the Aged  that was modified in December 2012,
and the family maintenance agreement which is promoted by the government on basis
of the Law of the Protection of the Rights and Interests of the Aged in 1996 and 2012, this
paper brings into the background of the change of family structure and parents support
consciousness, refers to the conception of Japanese family welfare to explores the
immediate cause of the appearance of the “come back home often” clause, according to
analyzing the home-based care for the aged, especially the one supported by the
government.

Using the survey data from the Chinese government and research institutions,
this paper summarizes the current situation of home-based care for the aged in urban
and rural areas, especially the problems: 1. The resources of home-based care services
are still insufficient, and the supply of health care services, especially long-term care
services, is insufficient; 2. The income of the old people’s endowment insurance cannot
afford to enjoy the home-based care services, especially the long-term care services; 3.
The public insurance system for lone-term care for the aged has not been published,
and the sabbatical leave for the one-child for daily living care for the aged has just been
implemented

The conclusion is that the current home-based care for the aged cannot actually
reduce the financial and physical burden of domestic care. Therefore, the “come back
home often” clause and family maintenance agreement strengthens the family welfare
responsibility, which can be considered as a kind of compensation policy which appears
in the shortage of home-based care for the aged and the absence of the public insurance
system for long-term care for the aged. From that, it can be seen that compared with
Japanese family welfare, the family welfare supported by Chinese government

emphasizes more on family responsibility, than reduces burden of domestic care.
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