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In recent years, we have witnessed cases of “gamification” in various social fields,
such as education, social welfare, and even ecological problem solving. Within the
background of such cases, there seems to be a need for change in the reality of our daily
lives. In fact, we can see some cases of gamification occurring in our actual lives.

According to Suits (2005), to play game is to engage in “the voluntary attempt to
overcome unnecessary obstacles.” In daily life, obstacles exist as things to avoid, but in
a game context, such obstacles are necessary for our pleasure. Thus, using the method
of gamification and introducing the game context, we can change the meaning of various
obstacles, and construct alternative meaning to our reality.

In this article, we focus on the process in which our reality is reconstructed through
the conversation after playing a game-based educational program. Describing how they
design their interactions and construct their realities, we aim at finding how games af-
fect our realities. This field of research is RPG-based, and focuses on a user-education
program implemented in an academic library, called “Libardry,” which is a combination
of the word “library” and the title of a popular game, “Wizardry.”

The program consists of two parts: an RPG-based education program and a group
discussion (Flick, 2002). The participants were six university students, two females
and four males. We focused on conversations in a group discussion and analyzed them
to determine how the participants, staff members, and students, elicit meaning from
difficulties when accessing library resources as artifacts.

As a result, we determined how participants change their meaning collaboratively.
In their conversations, they stated that difficulties are “unnecessary obstacles to over-
come” for pleasure. Game context not only visualizes the existence of artifacts from
the viewpoint of “pleasure,” it also opens up the field of meaning negotiation for people
in various fields.
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