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Résumé

No map can perfectly reproduce the eérth. The globe comes nearest to
accomplishing this. Yet niaps are valued more than the globe today because
of their vastly superior utility. That the Mercator projection more than all
others has been continuously used through the years may be explained by
the fact that navigators believed loxodromics was the best means of naviga-
tion. It seems to me, the Mercator projection should be replaced by any one
of several others based upon orthodromics, since they are more useful in this
Air Age. Perhaps both inertia from the past and ignorance of other map
projections caused the delay in replacement of the older map projections.

In the new Air Age in which all of us live the most useful maps are those
which fulfill the following three conditions:

1) maps which give great circles as straight lines;

2) maps which give true.azimuths: }

3) maps which locate the North Pole somewhere in them. :
Even though a single projection cannot meet these three requirements, I
believe the obhque equidistant azimuthal projection, the oblique simple
cylindrical projection and the ‘oblique equal-area cylindrical pro;ectlon are to
be recommended as best suited for the purpose.

In the comparison of the simple cylindrical projection with the equidistant
azimuthal projection, the former is found to have a determinative advantage in
that it necessitates neither a scale nor a protractor as the result of starighten-
ing up the parallels, while, in the latter, its user requires both. The equal-
area cylindrical projection has even more merit than the simple cylindrical
projection. In the former, the areal relationships on the earth are kept true.
The distances from the centre of the projection can be easily read on the
Y-axis although the distance relationships on the earth are no longer preserved.

In terms of the conventional concept of maps, the shape distortions at the
margins of each of these three projections are so conspicuous that they would
hardly be put in the category of maps. This is particularly true of the last
two projections. They may as well be called nomographs rather than maps.
However, it is inevitable that maps should be inclined towards nomographs if
their special qualities are to be maintained. The author feels that out-moded
maps should not be perpetuated since they are not the most useful projections.
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