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Abstract

Japanese schools are facing many challenges
that are becoming increasingly complex and
diversified. All teacher training courses in colleges
and universities must address these issues. We cannot
overcome such issues by simply referring to the past,
because they have been generated by social changes in
the modern era.

In the academic year of 2016, the College of Education
at Yokohama National University launched a research
project called “Creating a new coursework subject,
School Internship: integrating student-teaching and
teacher-training to foster teacher competencies in
a multilayered way.” The aim of the project is to
create a new model of learning environment design
for teacher education that addresses these new

challenges. In our project, not only students but also

faculty members and other professionals engaged in
activities in schools create new forms of activities in
a collaborative manner. Our hypothesis is that we can
build a multilayered learning environment for teachers
and prospective teachers while developing teacher
competencies that are required in the modern era.
This report discusses one pilot case study in the
research project focusing on teaching methods using
information and communication technologies. In
this case, we designed a learning environment based
on the Connected Learning model (Ito et al., 2013).
Using this model, we set up a connective learning
environment for college students and current teachers.
(1) Shared Purpose: various participants from
different fields come together, sharing a
common purpose: creating a digital animation to

convey content matter of the elementary school
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in an appealing way.

(2) Production-Centered: the main activity of
the project was to collaboratively create and
improve students’ digital works.

(3) Openly Networked: a variety of participants
took part in the project, including elementary
school children and teachers, college students
and a teacher, and information technology
trainers from a Japanese IT firm.

The results of a questionnaire survey indicated

that college students were able to learn to understand

VXIS % FE R — WS — (R BUB AT TR 7' 0 7 T 2 DA

the utility and value of networking with various
organizations and people. According to additional
comments received by e-mail, the elementary school
teacher also felt the efficacy and importance of
networking with various organizations and people. In
addition, she seemed to have a great deal of hope that
her students will feel the importance of networking.
The results demonstrated the efficiency of the
Connected Learning model for designing multilayered

teacher-education programs.
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