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Even to this day there exists in rural areas of Paraguay the entrenched Machismo (male
dominance) society. One example: the division of labor by gender whereby men
cultivate cash crops while women cultivate for family consumption (Fujikake, 2008).
Due to economic considerations many rural women do not complete their compulsory
education. In addition, many adult men were killed during the Triple Alliance War and
the Chaco War, fostering the cultural acceptance of allowing men to have several sexual
partners. This culture was reinforced with Machismo and even today there are many
households headed by single mothers.

This study clarified: 1) the conditions necessary for women to earn a steady income in
rural areas of Paraguay where deeply rooted Machismo persists, without going to the
cities to find work but by dedicating themselves to farming activities and manufacturing
processed food products; 2. the social tools necessary for women to be “key agents” to
achieve economic and social reforms; 3. the role that university organizations can play.
As a case study, the JICA Partnership Program --The “Improving Living Standards of
Rural Women Project in Paraguay: Spinning Our Dreams From Yokohama’—in
development by Yokohama National University with Partner University Nihon Gakko
University in Paraguay, Asuncion National University and Caaguazii National
University since September 2016.

The study is distinctive in two ways. One, it binds the perspective of Development
Anthropology with Gender and Development Studies, and second, its author
participated in the Project as project manager. This meant the study endeavored to
describe the project from an insider point of view. It revealed the importance of space
for the empowerment of rural women; that awarding certificates and providing training
are valuable motivational tools; and the importance of universities to elaborate

curriculum which ensures program continuity.
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