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Love Misses:

A Method of Using Lacan’s “Schema L” for Searching for a
Clue to the Lost “Limits of Love”

Tomonori Kiyota

What is the use of schematizing the human mind which is unschematizable by
definition? This paradox is inherent theoretically and practically in Jacques Lacan’s
notorious use of schema (or, re-application of Freud’s psychic topology)—in the sense
of being more difficult and enigmatic than not using it—so much so that the reader
feels as if he is schematizing it to show the very impossibility of schematization.

In this paper I choose Lacan’s one of earlier schemas—widely known as “Schema
L”—and the reason for this choice is because it is allegedly easier to comprehend than
his other (later) ones, but such impression is false and misleading, insofar as “the
unconscious,” definitely the most important factor of Schema L, “bars” us from
comprehending it as it is visually indicated on the schema.

Then, who can see the unconscious? According to the schema, it is “the Other”
(Autre), which is the starting point of an unknown message which is sent to “the
Subject” (or Es) “unconsciously.” Thus, the Other can be known as the unknown, and
so can the subject, who therefore needs the small “autres” (“a” and “a”) to fill out the
subject’s empty spot and to complete the sentence (which is the most basic human
action). Yet these “others” are incomprehensible as well and impossible to appropriate,
and this is why, to provide pain relief for a permanent identity crisis, images (which are
good and pleasant by nature) intervene between “a” and “a” in order to secure the
subject.

Yet an image is just an image (or plural images because they are countless just as
the Other is boundless) , and so the subject is obliged to shift its focus onto the higher
level of its human integrity, namely the language, which, however, only leads back to
the starting point of human construction. Thus there the subject was, there would be
the Other. What lesson or conclusion do we draw from this? Nothing, but we cannot
stay on nothing and help but move on. Nor can L-Schema stop moving on, since its
lives a life of its own from which we humans are all alienated or “castrated” in one way

or another.
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