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Language Intervention Using a Joint Action Routine : Teaching
an Autistic Child Who Has Difficulty in Responding to Questions

Hidenori SEKIDO

Abstract

This study reports a language intervention with a 12-year-old boy with autism who
responded to almost types of questions in echolalia. He was taught appropriate re-
sponses to five types of questions in the context of a joint action routine : shopping
and making toast. Shopping and toast-making consisted of five situations : explaining
the routine, deciding something to buy, shopping, making the toast, and eating the
toast. In addition to the subject, 3 pupils with mental retardation and a therapist par-
ticipated in the routine.

The results were as follows : _

1)  According to increasing his understanding of script of the routine, his under-
standing and expression of language were promoted.

2) He acquired 3 to 5 targeted responses to questions. As a result, a child with
autism who had difficulty in responding to questions could appropriately respond
to several types of questions by a language intervention using the context of a
joint action routine.

3) The process of acquisition of appropriate responses to questions in a child with
autism who responded to questions in echolalia was suggested that first echolalic
responses disappeared, secondly wrong answers appeared, and correct answers
were expressed lastly.

4) As to order of acquisition of appropriate responses to questions of the type
such as “What-+-?", “Which---?", (“Where---?"), “Who---?", “Whose---?”, and “How--

?” a child with autism was similar to a normal child.
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