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Development of High-speed and Low-power Microprocessors using Superconductive Circuits
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Superconductive single flux quantum (SFQ) circuits, which perform their circuit operations by controlling propagations of flux

quanta in connected superconducting rings, can operate at the frequency of several tens GHz with ultra low power dissipation.

The SFQ circuit is thought to be an attractive candidate for fundamental elements of future high-end information processing

systems. This paper reports the development of SFQ microprocessors for high-end computation systems.
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Fig. 1. Structure and current-voltage characteristic of a

Josephson junction.
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Fig. 2. Structure of an SFQ circuit. @y denotes a flux

quantum.
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Fig. 3. Waveform of an SFQ pulse.
LR AR DEB Z EICL - T, SFQ EBIIH HW 5D
FREREEA HRETH D,

Tod ok B 1 [A] B8 DAHRELZ 1T, Josephson #2460 i (2 B —
DREHRE T OWIBITFE D BN SV 2RO BIENFEAET
%o ZHE SFQ /UL A LIES, X312 SFQ /~/V A DIRF I
a7, SFQ /7L AITMEAHKI 10 ps, M S 1 mV L TD
BRI ET VA L2 D, SFQ MIEH TIE, BHET, b
LWL SFQ 7L AREIKEH Z @m#H TR E b TWnWH I L
2725,

SFQ /L ADIEA 10 ps &9 Z &1, SFQ [RIEEIZIUNT
Z1EY hOEEZ 10 ps BEDOHRFHTRITEH LS Z
ETHY, it GHz O \mEREENARETH H Z LITo7%
BD, £z, WINREBECTESVRETE, IHIZEER
EE L7220 & TR PIZEEASAE LW Z &5, SFQ
[ B 1T IRVE B BB SMER ATRETH 5, PERERERIIKIC
FbC SFQ [EIF 1T 3 #7LL HARV W E ) CEMERBETH B
ZERAMBINTND,

Z OMBRE SFQ A AW T I E TIC S £ S E 20K
OEHEIEREN SN TE T, ATk b~1 77 m
oV LAORBIGHE LT, @R ry hU—27 1
— X OEHEZBHIELZSFQ *y hT—7 A4 v FEIFED 50
GHz BEV %R 35, BURD 7Y v 771 v 72BN T
1%, 750 GHz % CTOEMEEIEN KIS TN 50,

3. SFQvA/ /070t vyHDEaH

Tk X SFQ [E1# %, HWMILEE S AT AOPEECTH L~ A
raZowy FIZEHTR, HRERT CE, v~ 7
nrut v IR b MR T 4 VX LEIKTHY, o)
VEFEREZ 38 U C SFQ [EIREFHER, BMEFEIREIZ SV TO
HMARELNDZELHBE LTS,

SFQ Bl DF%FFITIL, Josephson #4 & eiBzE Y o 2
DR L, EBKAT A —ZOREEITITI D, A2
n7at oL D RRBERERIZIBNT I OE¥(ET
) DITBFEM TRV, Fex lIRKBE SFQ I 254517 57
WIZ, BEAR—RFEEHE, SFQEALTATFVO, £ ~—
AT 4 VHVERFEERBESE Lz, BA_—ZRFEICB Y

IEEJ Trans. FM, Vol.128, No.6, 2008



it

TiX, AND R OR 2 FDFEREIR AL /L E L TREFLTE
X, TNHEWARD T CHEOMAE 2 FF oI 2385
%, PWVWIHLDOTHD, BAR—REEEOZDIZ, 300 fE
U EOBADOAER SIS SFQ BV T4 7T U EBAFE L
7o SHIEAERINRIDRETOT 4 VX LVEIKS I 2L
—va v ERARL, AHRFICRIEOBMERIEZITY 2 LM
TED, HEMET v MMEREOERE T A —Z DT
FZx L CHO2MEEZFF o K 5 IZEIK/XT X — & D3
fLEn<Tnd, 20BN TAT7Z VI, BEE TN
WETAE % SRL 2.5 kA/em® Nb EE#E 7 11 & ZODDAARIZHE -
TR ENEZ, Zo7FuvAFVatk 7y AU 3
J& D Nb BBAEAAE e/ MRIEIE 1.0 um) 2/ L, [H# /3
TA=BDONRTYX b+ N EVEEEERTHZ LR T
E D, METIE, F v 7 2HEIE~Y 7 AHIZIE LT Josephson
A R THA S TWVWA Nb 2 BREREEIC L, E5%
AT LR 6D &R L CIERAEZIT 9,

BT O SFQ FEFEIRI B I T HEFE L A BRI BEIZ Fb~_CTRS B
ARV, ZO7dPiEk~ A 7 ar oty Ficii) 508
D XA, T—ZOWFNNRAEEIT S LEAE T A MK
EL o TCLEY, TITHAWFIT—4% 1 £y MOHE
BN AT B ik AV ClRIEE & 3% 3t L 72, SFQ [EIEE®
FWANL—Ty hEFIHTHZ EICE->T, 1By o0
EFBIC BN THmWERREZHERF T2 2 &N T 5,

~A4raraky Yk, EIFWBEEAEZITO ALU
(Arithmetic Logic Unit), 7 — & 21§59 5 L U A X 72 L O
BOEERIFENOHERIND, ~f 7 aty b oiEs
WRWTIE, BANCRD 2RI > TR TOESE
B ZEFL, TAVLALY I alb—2a VEITOVRRD
BRI EHKAET D HETCERERORFH 2iTo7, v~ 71
Tuty POBENELIEITINDZDOIZIE, TXTo
TREPKECT — & RHENE 52 2R Ey, 24 I
TZIFESNDIVBERDY, ~f7u7nt vy 2ROk
FHZITEE A SR O R 2 E T2,

Fxiimplic~varnraty b LTOERIEDHE
ETDHEDIZ, ~f7unFukyd L THER/NED
BEZ o8 By h SFQvA 7 urmt vy ORREEIT-
oo TOVYTINIwA 7Tty Y EFK LT COREla
LA TN D, BYNCEIEEFEICHKEh L7z SFQ ~A 7 v~
v v 1%, COREla version 5 TH 5, #5000 HDY 3+
T ERMORD DT ak v IiE, 1.6 mW DHEES
IZBWT, &K 152 GHz ETO 7 v v 7 FlEICH W THE)

EL®, = version 5 # X HITBE L, Héret:, MEiE%
B b O OBEMEFEFEIZ HE LT, COREL a ver.6 TIH

BAEZEME (PTL) ZHAV=®, & 512 COREL a ver.10
TIE 4314 FOSFQ v 7 FLUAXRIAEY 28 LT
D,

COREla~ A 7 urrt v ihid, EARLRENELZFGET 5
ZEEEMNELET Ry THY, TORKIERERIT 240
MOPS (Million Operations Per Second: 1 #P[JIZ 2.4 {&[EIDH)
YEMTATRE) Tholz, ZOEITHEDOYE L~ A 7 0T 0
Ty PITHART 1 HLL B, Fex ik~ 7 a7 m
oL L RWERER ST e v POEBEZHIEL,
HLWSFQ v A7 urutyYDlEE2iTo-, 2070
& v % COREIBEL A TS,

COREIBIZHEWTHEREZ LI B 72 D ICH Y A= FiElT
FIZST=2H D, OE2RIL, BEO ALU Z#:ki L 7-1B Ak
ERWEZETHD, v 7uraty Vil 2 i
HEAT, VORI DNLmAEEINZT — 4 % ALU IZ AT
L, HEMREZ L VAFICEERTZETETIND, 2
DEEITEBD ALU 285072 2 LTk~ T, LPAZ)»
LIt INIT — 2 PNEEREIND ETIC, BEORIH
TREIER AT 2N TE D,

H ) —ODOTFEE, AT TAVNMBETHD, T T

| CORE18

| version 9e

X4 COREIBver9 ¥vA /w7t yif
Fig. 4. COREI1P ver.9 microprocessor.

#1 SFQ~vA7u7nukvy¥
Table 1. SFQ microprocessors.
Tot?ll Clock Frequency Corf;(l)lrlvlﬁ;rtion Performance Features

Junctions (GHz) (mW) (MOPS)
COREla. ver.5® 4999 15.2 1.6 167 Simple prototype microprocessor
COREI o, ver.6” 6319 18.0 2.1 240 PTL wiring between circuit blocks
CORE]1 o ver.9 7220 21.0 2.3 200 Implementation of a 4-Byte SFQ memory
COREI ver.9"" 10995 18.0 34 1400 2 cascaded ALUs, 4-stage pipelining
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