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[ Summary ]
Tatar Diaspora: Language situation and attitudes toward daily langnages
— the case of Tatars in Tashkent, Uzbekistan -

NAKAMURA Mizuki

The purpose of this paper is to question the actual language situation of Tatars living in
Ulzbekistan that is currently aiming to establish the dominance of Uzbek language in purpose
of national integration. Russian language had a dominant status as the language of inter-ethnic
communication in Uzbekistan, at the same time it is considered to be the first language of the
majority of non-Uzbek population.

This paper focuses on the current language situation of Tatars in Uzbekistan, in particular on
the attitudes toward their daily languages. Ample studies have demonstrated that the majority
of minorities in Uzbekistan including Tatars are “russified” during the Soviet era; in contrast,
Russian language is gradually losing its dominance after the collapse of the Soviet Union.
However, few studies have focused on the actual language situation of minorities in this area.
Based on analysis on the result of individual interviews and survey questionnaires conducted
by the author from April 2013 to February 2014, this paper reports that Russian language is still
widely spoken by Tatars in Tashkent; on the other hand, Uzbek language is being widespread
especially to the young generation received education after the independence of Uzbekistan.
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