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The Analysis of Women in the “Female Voice”
Magazine during the Japanese Occupied Area

Its Publicity of Collaborations and Other Relevant Issues

Yilin Duan

The magazine Female Voice was published and issued by Japanese Army support
in the Japanese occupied area Shanhai in 1940s. The magazine didn’t serve very well as
a useful tool to lessen the cultural misconceptions, although it was sponsored by the
Japanese Army. The magazine apparently seems to be very harmonious integrated in
which the chief editor, Toshiko Sato, using the contributors and the complier Guan Lu
using comments aired their own opinions on women in general.

At that time, Zhou Zuoren, who worked actively in the enemy occupied area
Beijing, expressed his views on “Women and Reading” in the magazine “Female Voice”.

Zhou Zuoren quoted some words like understanding wife and loving mother
from Akiko Yosano’s passage in Hitosumiyori which could superficially be interpreted
as the mainstream ideology in the enemy occupied area. However, as a matter of fact,
what Zhou indicated was the idea of the women’s perspective of female enjoying the
same rights as male in a family. Zhou emphasized more on improving women’s quality
on their own while being negative about women stepping into society.

Even though Women and Reading was issued in Female Voice at its front pages, the
magazine did not comment on it at all.

The magazine advocated women to put to take part in the community and to
focus on the important relationship between women and society. And it also encouraged
women to learn essential skills in order to be financially independent which exactly
matched with the school of thought for women advocated by the Communist Party in
Yanan.

This paper takes the perspective from Women and Reading to make comparisons
between Zhou Zuoren’s views on women and those on Female Voice in order to have a

brief idea of the characteristics of the magazine.

90 g 58



