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Abstract

The nursing home is an institution for the aged as provided in the public aid for the Aged Act. In
late years a functional enhancement of the social work to support independence was shown while
diversification of the support needs existed, and it was said, "the support that I supported independence,
and respected self-determination was necessary" about the way of the support.

However, it is not shown what kind of specialized role the social worker of the nursing home for
the aged should take concretely. The principle to respect the self-determination of the client is placed
on the specialist of the health, medical care, welfare, and social work. Therefore, this study decided to
consider the specialty of the social worker through the self-determination support that other specialists
cooperated with a social worker of the nursing home for the aged

This study focuses on self-determination support by the many types of job cooperation in the interview
investigation by the semi-structured interview; qualitative using a continuous comparison analysis;
analyzed it inductively.

The roles of social workers in providing support for self-determination, and in collaborating with
various professionals at nursing homes for the aged were as follows. (1) Collecting information from
various professionals and institutions about relationships between target people and society, and
comprehensively examining the information. (2) Coordinating with the target persons and related
institutions on the basis of the examination in the first role. (3) Intervening among the target person
and people concerned, and promoting a change in the first role. In addition, it is suggested that social
workers develop knowledge in different fields of life in order to distinguish their specialty from other
professionals.
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