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Butyllithium Catalyzed Carbonylation of Amines to N-Substituted
Formamides under Low Pressure of Carbon Monoxide:
Unusual Combination of Catalyst and Substrates

Kana SATO, Tomoe KIMURA, Toshiaki SUZUKI

Abstract:

n-Butyllithium, which is easily available and useful reagent for stoichiometric organic syntheses, showed higher
catalytic activity than the conventional catalysts for carbonylation of amines, and catalyzed the selective reaction of
amines with carbon monoxide to N-substituted formamides under quite mild conditions, typically, carbon monoxide
pressure =2 atm, although it has been hardly used for catalytic reactions as catalyst and does not have good

combination with carbon monoxide.
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ORI &) ) =V E 2B LI Z IFREICH L, UL, “7axhy 7 ) TR OFER
235 40 LN ERGE L2 BIFEICR W T, B ET 227 a X v 7Y U A OIEDNEIER 3 Y B Rk
L, J7%h% (atom economy) 2MEWZ &%, 7V —27 I A B U—OBLEN HILIEMA T E 720 K& 228
ThbH, “HREIAFTE DR Re 2GRS O 4 Bie ¥ 2 1 izl Ty, BIEMOAER L7
WS DB LEEN D,

2. WEDTIUDAILKRZIEIZE D N-BIKRILLT = FOER

—BRLIRTE CO 1T “LCOLWERE" 3TH D720, 72 DIV R = HEISICBW L, — i, “<
DOV LD Ky “CHOLNNEET Th L% EAMERSB O VAR = AR FEL L THV SR
T&El, TIVDOINFR= I K DEENRBVAT I ROARKRIZE, €k, % LR =)
Fe(CO)Y’, RFHANR=/L =T =17 5(0) Rus(CO)LY, ¥ /3L fF 2 & J1 LR =/1(0) Col(CO)!!, T k
FANR= N Tp-7 ar Z a7 A1) [RhCICOLL'2, T KT AR =/L= 7 /1(0) Ni(CO)B372 & D 8-10
4B 7 VAR = VSR, =ik T = 7 A(ID) RuCkLY™, HAE4R(1) CuCl's, ¥ F /LHEA(I) (CHs)Zn'o78 &
T e U CTHWERIRHRE STV D (eq.4) &

R? Catalyst |
/,{,\ + CcO y > ,N\C/H 4)

120-200 °C R" €
40-450 atm 0]
Catalyst : Fe(CO)s, Ru3(CO)12, Con(CO)g, [RhCI(CO),],, Ni(CO)4, RuCls, CuCl, EtyZn

UL, 1FEAEDEE, BEO—BLRFNMTE (40450 atm) 2>OEIE (120-200C) &9 jik LW
FUETTRISEATOLERSH D, 1 atm O—BALIRETETT IV OEREI VA= LN EE L7l & L
T, VT =7 ABIVR=VEATH % [Ru(CO)(OAC)]n F 721 Rus(CO)in 2 FHWZ AN 1 Il DA ST
L0V, ROSEERE R Y U (65 KH, 45%) , B0 0 (35F#, 35%) , E/ARY & (20 i, 6%)
D 3FEDERIR HRT I AZRESNTEY, RISRH RS, IERLERWZD, ZhERZREGE & I35V
W, Thbh, T UOESENR VR = BIZ K D N-ERRRVAT 2 ROARICE L TE, “fEehie)
JREE T CONRIIRARIE" XS5 THRNE N ONBIRTH 5,

RNVAT I ROREBTHD NN-U AT RNV AT I Rid, TEME, A¥ ) —LOhNR=11k, &k
WG, AR LTEFIA T LD AF T I AL DEBEEE VD 2 BEFEOHIEIZ L > THRLN TN D (eq.
5) o ZORYEIZRBNTY, AH ) —VDINR=ARIE 20 atm BL EDOEEO—ERLERSENNE T TiTii T
W5,

NaOH CH;0 H Me,N H
or Ca(OH 3U< A~ Me,NH eN_ .
CH;OH + (610) #» 9 92—> 9 (5)
70 °C o) - CH;0H 0

20-200 atm
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LT X REBIRIZES Z EIZT T LTS (eq. 6) 181°

G (©)
THF, in a 50 mL sealed tube 0

initial pressure
1a 2 atm 2a

67% (25 °C)
90% (120 °C)

' Chon
[:>N_H . o Y(CH,SiMeg)gthf)y

BIZIE, A v B U T AGEAR Y(CHaSiMes)s(thf), ZfilliE & LCHVY, 7 hZ & kr>7 7 (THF, CHsO) &
PR, —f IR FYIE 2 atm, iR & WO FRLDREICHRETTE R U Y 1a DNV R= /AL EIT D &,
1R INERY Vv 2a ) 61%DIEETHEOLND, EHIZ, RIGREL 120 CIZ B2 &, —B{bRFEY
JEIX 2 atm O FFDRETH > THIRIIM EL, 90%INHE T 2a #1552 ENA[RETH 5, 1EROfET
&, AR—BRLRFEIE T TIE, Kb%E 120~140 CORIRTIT>Th, +0REOHRNVALT I REHLZ LI1ET
Ehehote, DFEV, HTHEGRMEA WD Z L1E RN THhO NG, RO HERR” 7efih
BEA XD M SIS E R L0 TH D, L, ftEERICITAEM b0 b2, £, ok
WhEfliZze (Y AF AU N) AF)LY F 7 A LiCHSI(CH;); Z VTV S & Z AIZSEORMNH 5,

Z 2T, AMETIE, S BICHRRAEEZ DT, n-7F ) F 7 A (CH;CHCH,CH,L, n-BuLi)
it & LTS T 2 v D IVER = BRSOV TR LT,

4. n-TFILYFIOLMKIZEDTIUDHILKRZIJUEIZE S N-BBRKRILLAT = FOARK

N-7F N F 7 BEIANFFARKE L THIR SN TWD 20, ARG RISV T THRR LAY
THY, BEmOSICBOWTHEHBEICHON LN TWS, LHLERRS, FEARKIGOMEE S LCTHW N6
ELAERNE VS THIBE TIEARL, MllE LTHWS Z LR TEIUE, ZOERITIEFICRKE W,

N-7F N F 7 LEAFTHV R TIRNEERD D VIIRERE L THFEEL TS, THF BT B E-X
WER L UCHEET D, SUGERE W, 0 CTIE 2 BT 5, kb DWVIEE k7 2 4
£ P CIRBHFICSOS L, 7 3 REEARDERT D (eq.7) o U F TV LYA Y7 mE/LT IR (lithium diisopropyl-
amide, LDA) (%, THF I C&KE LTHFET 22 ENAHLTND

R = n-C4Hqg R

\

N=H + CHyCH,CH,CH,Li ————>  N-Li (7
R' R'

N-7F Y F U ATKH0 & BBRFICKIGT 5720, AHns7Iy, vrlY1a, EXU T 1b, E
NRY e, VEFAT I AL, VA YT T I 1e i TTRT, KERET U U AIFEF CHERE LD
b D&MWz, B THE 1X, HilROBKRIELZ Z D F Wz, RINTIRD X 5197572,

50 mL ¥ = Lo 7 IR ERA 2 AdL, BNEZZERICEBRLIZOL, ) PEHANTT IV 1a—e 2
mmol Z Nz 7=, T, THF 1.0mL ZI1Z, HwEIZ2.6M TTF NI F U LAY U WRENATZ, =2
VOERBEAL, WIRER TSR A MA L CEl Lk, BERR 72 HWTERNEESRICLE, 2
%%m?ﬁ%b,ﬁ%uﬁbk(@@ﬂ%ﬁf“k%%ﬁmf<é)o_®ﬁﬂ B8 — R R T %
IOIZ2EMEVIRTZ LICE Y, RISRNNOERZFERICRE L, E6IZ, b, WmEARICEGN
AR, —BURFEFRE L (F—VFE1 kg/cm SOGREENDOENTL 2 atm 12725) . ZOE
E, 7 I 1a—e DEALEREN 100% T, FiLEHEENLO—FLRENS LRI, IS TH (8E) o
RENOETN 1 atm BREIZRHFET)ThHDH, DFV, —BLRFICIDIMEITFEARRIC/ARD KoLz,
GENT, RSB E A A NASRIR L, FTERRIEERET 5 2 LI R OGRS T, RIS TR, A

rIE ﬁ>}
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Table 1 (Z 5-30 mol % n-7 F /LY F o LEHV, 7 1a-e & —{bikFEE 24 BRIIE S ET-REORE
RETT, n-TTFNVYFULEHNZSGAETS, RIEETIEH 528, N-EH#ARL LT IR 2a-e DA% IR
BB Z LITRkB L=,

5mol %D n-7F NV FUuLrEzHNCER) P 1aDUINVR=LEITD &, UL 25 CR IOk
IRFHIE 2 atm &I HRD TEEOD R T THH#EITL, 1R Iren ) U 2a BIE 31% TR Lz,
H— > F—3—%% (turnover number (TON), A 7 LD H[EIE) 1 6.2 LIRW N5 G, filliiy1 7L
N6mLLERS>TEY, N7 F NI TF TP E U TEWNTWDZ EIZALNATHD, Fi2, 2aisto4
IR LT, BIREIL 100%TH o7z, LLARNRS, KGEELY B2y, & sEe Lz LT

Table 1. Carbonylation of amines catalyzed by n-butyllithium?

5-30 mol % n-BuLi R'R®N.__H
RIRZN-H  + Co ° > c
THF, 24 h o
initial pressure  in a 50 mL sealed tube
1a-e 2 atm 2a-e
amines 1 catalyst/mol % temp/°C products 2 yield/%P
CNH . 5 25 C\ 31
a
5 120 Nig-H o 2a 29
10 25 o 36
10 120 32
30 120 31
5 25 22
< :NH 1o 5 120 33
N...H 2b
10 25 G 13
10 120 o 23
30 120 40
/\ 5 120 11
O NH fc oY
s 10 120 25
N...H 2c
30 120 G 22
o)
(;|-|3(;|-|\2 5 120 CHaCH, 10
NH 1d 10 120 I 25
/ /N\ /H 2d
CH3CH, 30 120 CHCH;~ G 28
o)
CH; 5 120 H3C\CH:/CH3 36
H;C—CH 10 120 ’ '1] L2 32
\ SNAC e
NH e 30 120 H3C\(I:/ ¢ 29
H3C—-CH CH; O

CHj

@ Amine 1, 2.0 mmol; CO, 2 atm (initial pressure at room temperature); 2.6 M n-BuLi, 38 uL—0.23 mL; THF,
1.0 mL; in a 50 mL sealed tube. ® GC yields.
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RO EEFRRTZD, 1FEAERIIR SN -T2, EXU T 1b, AR > 1e, VZFILT I
1d ZHW2 56, IERITRWE 00, ERENRIST HHR/1LL7 I K 2b, 2¢, 2d 23R 100% TH D
Nic, B, NI@EmOEBRIEE S OEMITEONREED -, FOGHEIETL, EHK TS5, L
L, A4V 7a L7 1e 2V, il s mol %, 120 COSMTF CRIGEIT-> 72854, 1a-d & V7=
AL BNENE LT L, TR T2 ETholz,

ZIT, Ay M ULAEE Y F U AEOFISHERZ I L TH L, T I 1a—e A v h U 7 Lfillit
Y(CH,SiMes)s(thf), fF7E T, 120-140 CT 824 FFHI G S 15 &, 2a—d 1T 58-90%IHETH LN LD, 2e D
F 2% LIRINETH 72 1819, —F, n-T7FNUFULEEF T, 2a—d [THEKRTHNEL40%THY, »
THbA v FU TR WSS LD IRIERTH 7228, 28 OILRIT 36% & A v b U 7 Al z H
Wik E LD b@mhol,

FIT, DAVTRELT I 1e DANVHE=AEISIZOWNWT, S HICFERIICHET L7, 23 mol % n-
TFNYF T L&AV, 100 CT 24 BHOSESES L, NN-UA Y 7 a kL AT 2 R 2e OILERIL THF
TIX 46%, ML HFTER% TH-T (eq.8) o N-TF LU F T AL, ~FH UARET TIRNUEED DL
REEDEKE T T AZ—IRETHFAEL TWDZ ENMBNTND, ZD72, KISEMEL, n-7FLY T
L EBOMTAWVDEAEITIE, — AN TRV 2 E 320, THF W Ci THF 28 Li (CE)7
LI, 7TAZ—REENGRL, TIEnTFNIFULRRIGELLTL D, £, TOMEALD
7 REERGZEE Y TAZ—HTER LIC {25720, 2e DINELEL RoTe B2 b5,

{Pr
iPr i
N-H + co ° = PrC (8)
iPr 100 °C, 24 h 5
1e initial pressure  in a 50 mL sealed tube 2e
(iPr = (CH3),CH) 2 atm 46% (in THF)
2.0 mmol 32% (in toluene)
35
30 f /
25 F ‘/(/
¥ 20
=
=15
10
5
O 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
0.00 0.05 0.10 0.15 0.20 0.25 0.30

n-BuLi/le

Reaction conditions: diisopropylamine 1e, 2.0 mmol; CO, 2 atm (initial pressure at
room temperature); 2.6 M n-BuLi, 77 pnL—0.19 mL; THF, 1.0 mL; 100 °C;, 24 h; in a
50 mL sealed tube.

Figure 1. Relation of amounts of catalyst and yields in the carbonylation of diisopropylamine 1e.
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R Z DWW CEERICRET L7 & 24, ARROEY, A E 2 L CHIEO R E Zem RixR o,
n-7F LU F o L/Me=0.20 (20 mol %)D & TIZABMDOICED Kb Em<, 32% Th-o72 (Figurel) . KIZ,
FOSREEZ DWW THRET LTz, BOSEEE LT THF Z HWTE Y, HIETOWHEN 66 CTHDHZ &b, 40-

40

.

w
(=)
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W
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temperature/°C

Reaction conditions: diisopropylamine 1e, 2.0 mmol; CO, 2 atm (initial pressure at room
temperature); 2.6 M n-BuLi, 0.18 mL (23 mol %); THF, 1.0 mL; 24 h; in a 50 mL sealed
tube.

Figure 2. Relation of reaction temperature and yields in the carbonylation of diisopropylamine 1e.

60 |
o | e 2
r 5
40 | / o
S 30 |
3 i
N
20 | %
10 —
0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
0 20 40 60 80 100 120 140 160
Time/h

Reaction conditions: diisopropylamine 1e, 2.0 mmol; CO, 2 atm (initial pressure at room
temperature); 2.6 M n-BuLi, 0.18 mL (23 mol %); THF, 1.0 mL; 100 °C; in a 50 mL sealed
tube.

Figure 3. Relation of reaction time and yields in the carbonylation of diisopropylamine 1e.
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100 ‘COFPATIT o720 FUSRENEL 725 & & BIT, 20 OICRIZEARANIHIIML, 100 CTH L X2 36%
ERbLEICETH -7 (Figure 2) , SUNREZ 100 CULEICT D Z LICXVIENRREL 2D Z b PR
NDD, REE BT D & —URFEDEEA~DOERE GBI 5720, —HHITITHBT 5 Z 21T TE 2R,
Figure 3 |ZSUGIFHE ORET 21T o 7o i R 2~ d, ROSREHORGE & & S IR L, ROGREH 72 Ko
X, PRI A% E e o7z, 120 R AOG SETHIERIL S1% ICHED, REBRE(DBRLNRL RoTz,

UUEDFER S, 7 22 RNH DI LR =BT, OB DA A2 48 (Li: 60 pm, Y
: 93 pm)2AliEL, 77X REAL T RN DFE FHIZR N & AR R O K & SIS K & e 8% 5.2 C
Wb EHERISI D,

N-7F NN F T LERNT I DIV =/ ACRISOHER S 412 SOSH#E % Scheme 1 (a)lZR” 3, n-7 F
WY F U AL, THF BFEFCTOA Y7 EArT I 1e EUGELT, VA Y7 rEAT I KU F 7 ALDA)
LT, ZERLINIPr)y(thf): (iPr= CH(CHs)) & LCHET D2 EBMBATND (eq.9) 2, DT I v %
RAOTEGAIC O ROSEIRE S BARS20W 2 Eonh, [AERIC ZER[LINR o(thf), A & U THAET 5 & H#EH] <
ns,

. iPr_ iPr
iPr, , THF _N_
N-H + n-BulLi > O*LK /Li—0<:| ©
iPr N
1e iPr iPr

WNT, A D Li-N fESIC—{bR#E CO BNAMiIciEAL, (7 /2 hAdR=,1) UF A BIRAERKT
bo ZTDH%, TIVALDORISZEN 70 b2 BT, FVLAT I R2NBVFULNLREEL, VFULT
S RFAREHET D, 201D, -7 FNVIF LT IVERRELSRDE, BIZHTET I ORENEXH]
(R0, BV AT 2 ROBBENHEIANTL K 725720, MEZHECLTED LINENMETT5LEE %
b5 (Figure 1) , £72, FUCBIMBEZIIAEICHRTEZEDOT I VNFEL TWAR, RISHHETZH
NTHRLLT I RRINL, 70088 T 55%, BICAT DT I OEPHEMIINCDRL D720, K
SRR 2B U C O RUSITEE T, IR S50 %fREETIEE-TCLEI» EEZBND,

—75, A v ;U7 LK Y(CH.SiMes)s(thf), (235D (U AFL VL) AFAEAAFLTEY, THF
Wik cern ) P1a b S EEDE MU T I REER[Y(NCaHs)s]n AR T 5 Z LD HILTN S (eq. 10),

(a) BuLi (b) Y(CH,SiMe3)s(thf)
HNR, HNR,
1 1
R2 szﬂ
. /N\ . \ [\
[Li, ~ILi] YNR;
N R,N
H. _NR, R2 H_ _NR,
g A co e A co
o} o}
2 2
HNR, R, HNR;
1 N. 1 R N 8+/NR2
[Li]  [Li] 2/.C
i/ /Y\u
O=C\ R,N GO
NR;
B [Li] = Li(thf) B'

Scheme 1. Plausible mechanisms of carbonylation of amines. (a) Li catalyst (b)Y catalyst
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ZOFERIE, 1FE A EOBEZIE T 2N T &R E T OFER G, THF 3ENL L TE 6T, B TR
KBy T AZ—ROWEE L > TS EHEISND, 2O YT 2 RERZMEL LCHNTE 1a b

/I//j:‘ /I/ﬂfj)“‘l‘%?] ; 60
31n

Ay MU T AGEERE WA ICHERN D G Z Figure 1 )27, A v MU U7 AE5(K
Y@m&MwﬁMbiHmmﬂ#'7 YRONH &L, FUT I RA v FU T AYNR )] AT 5,
W, Y-NFEAIZ—BBLERFE CO WA[FEHIHEAL, (T I/ INAR=1L) 4> MU T LABBERKT D,
FDH%, TIVAEDORISICEY Fa b EBET, AALT I R2B A4y MU TALHEEL, FUT IR
Ay R UL ANNEETD, NEBEVWEBEREZ LS Y oL T 2 1e ZHWEHAIT 1a-d ZH W
7256 L0 QUCRBMED - T2DI, SAAEED D, AL —RILRE, HOWIB LT I 1 O E
SNl EZLND,

VFULEALY M) U LADOKIGHEDEVOERIL, ROXIIIEZLND, £/ TIRRIFVALAATIET
I RENR T OLPEML T2zt L, NI T IR,y P TANTIETY I RENR3OEALLTWAHTC
W, HFFEFELOT I NERRA v M) VAZEFEMRET 5720, o7 I REROREMEN & E

, —PALIRFE L ORUSHENEL 72D, T2, (BT A0KR=L) £ b DA BIZBWNTH, 72

%%?#4/%)?A B a5 95720, /T3 ) HVKR=VIEBREE LT < o TRY, (/7T

R ANR=N) VFTAB LY LGN EW EHEI S D,

3E>NH +  Y(CH,SiMes)s(thf)

5. £&6

AWFZE T, n-TFILYFILERNET D HNVRZIAESISIZ DWW TR LT, FOR%E, n-7'F
WY FULEHWZEETH, NERLVAT I REGLZ LIS LTc, TRET, UF ULz Huv
TT IV DANR= AT LTEBlTE G TRy, LI > T, RRIGIE, UV F ULz 257 2
Y DANR=NACDER OB TH D, £z, KEO—BLIRFEETT I DI NVR=/ARIZEE) L7l
VT =0 BVIR = VEERARIEE 17, MF5EE C R S A HES R AR 1810 DIAMZIT R <, IREO—L
IRFIETT 2 DANR=IAIZEE) LT ED 72 Bl 1 > Th 5,

IRITREE T 50%E HEV EL Do 72708, N-BEHRL LT I RUSDERMIZR bR - T, G4k
HEEZ THIERORE em HITR GARDNo7203, REOSET I FEIER 100%DKETH D, LIZH
>TC, BIZIE, RUSEE ROSSERPOAEMT D) 2172013, AR XOREDOT I v &5 L TG
FHIR L, AR D N-EHRLV LT I ROALZIY) T Z LRFARETHDHDT, 7 I &3~ T N-EHfk L
LT X REMAT 5 Z LIXAMGETH D EHEI SN D,

L, AGOEFRIZZENZFITIZE EEL20, n-7 T ) F oL, GEEEERENZITHAZEIZ A
LD ETHAMRRETH LN, @, RSEEOYEZHWOLILTEY, 7=F4 EHAE & 2RI
X, BEEARBIGSOfEEL L THWHND Z EIXFEEALERL, T O NR= ARG OfE L L CE)
W2 Z SR “RREAN LS o Th RV, F£2, DTEVER” ICEEND T FAYF UL 1T
ROOLNWEEE Th o —RLRHE L ITFHER L e Sh, @%, —BbRFEEZHNDISI -7 F
NUF T LEHND Z L1370z, 7o DA VR=ALISIZ n-7 F LU F 7 A& W2 & BN
Wi “BES ThDH, 2EY, T IDINR=IALRISIZENT n-T TV Y F o LMl S LT
X, ZHEIC EENN 0ZEThHY, HFFIHERTMECHSZ L THD.
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