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A psychological analysis about the elements of artistic evaluation
on viewing paintings '

Morihiro OKADA and Jun INOUE

Abstract

This study had the 2 experimental surveys to discuss that a viewer evaluated the
nonfigurative paintings on the same basis as he evaluated the figurative paintings or
not.

Experiment 1 had two purposes.One was to find the factors of viewing paintings,
and another was to discuss the difference of impression between the figurative and the
nonfigurative paintings.Experiment 1 was that Ss rated 10 prints of paintings (5
figuratives and 5 nonfiguratives) using the 23 semantic differencial scales with 7 points.
Results showed 4 factors as the factors of viewing paintings.And they were similar to
the factors found in the previous studies.The difference of impression depended most
clearly on the impact and the balance.And it showed that the ‘Distortion of Form’ had
an influence directly on the basis of viewers’ artistic appreciation.

In experiment 2, we discussed the structure of elements for artistic appreciation.
Experiment 2 was the same procedure as experiment 1.The results showed that the
artistic evaluation of the figurative paintings were rated on the tenderness and the
taste.But that of the nonfigurative paintings were on the strangeness and the impact.

The results of this study suggested there were differences in the basis of artistic
appreciation between the figurative and the nonfigurative paintings,and these differ-
ences were caused by the ‘Distortion of Form ’on the Fauvism and Cubism.
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