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Application of Contingency-Model Technique on the
Child with Cat Cry Syndrome

Michinori FujiIkANE and Kenji SUZUMURA

SUMMARY

“Contigency-Model ” was effective to establish verbal behavior. This tech-
nique consisted of two steps; experimenter’s imitation of child’s utterances and
experimenter’s non-imitation of the child. In this study, it was applied to the
child with Cat cry syndrome.

The first in imitation condition, the child utterance was conditioned as the
“ manding for experimeter’s imitation”. The next in non-imitation condition, there
were two phases. The first, the experimenter’s non-imitation was thought to be
neutral stimulus. Then the non-imitation was conditioned as an aversive stimulus
which the child tried to avoid. As a result, he imitated the experimenter and the
verbal behavior could be shaped.

On the contrary, Fouts et al. (1976) reported that non-imitation was aversive
stimulus which would shape verbal behavior after the fashion of avoidance.

" The results showed that verbal behavior could be shaped in the condition of
non-imitation after imitation and the hypothesis of Contingency-Model technique
was supported.
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