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Shift from ‘Audience’ to ‘Producer’: Analysis of Interactive Behavioral

Processes Occurring with the ‘Rakugaki-Keijiban’ Exchange Notebook

ISHIDA, Kimi (University of Tsukuba,
JSPS Research Fellow)

Abstract

As audience to a piece of media text, the individual reader can sometimes create their own story from the text,
shifting to the position of producer. How does the shift from audience to producer take place? This article reports on
fieldwork conducted at a cafe space created for youth activities. Specifically, this study focuses on the interactive
behavioral process that occurred when a girl and the researcher collaborated together to draw a picture in the ‘Rakugaki-
Keijiban’ exchange notebook.

The research location was the Contemporary Art Gallery at the Art Tower Mito. Every year for a period of one
month, the Contemporary Art Gallery establishes a cafe space as an artistic program for youth educational activities. The
‘Rakugaki-Keijiban’ exchange notebook was one of the activities to promote youth exchanges.

The participant was a grade six elementary school girl who is an enthusiastic reader of the ‘Ribbon’ and ‘Ciao’
Japanese comics for girls. Together with the researcher, who is also an avid reader of Japanese girl comics, the girl drew
pictures of a girl and a boy resembling comic characters. During the interaction with the girl, the researcher had no
educational objectives and exerted absolutely no control over the interaction. The researcher took field notes during the
interactive behavioral process for later analysis.

The field notes were analyzed according to the reflexive ethnography approach in order to elucidate events emerging
within the interactive behavioral process and events accompanying shifts in the girl’s position. The results indicate three
important aspects in the shift from audience to 'producer.

(1) Creating one’s own story, using an existing genre through, for example, parody and pastiche.

(2) Existence of a community that shares the genre.

(3) Protection of one’s own domain.

By drawing on an existing genre and sharing one’s own story with another person, we can create a story with the
other person. (1) In this way, a community sharing the genre is constructed. (2) However, that alone does not lead to the
shift from audience to producer. In order to realize such a shift, it is necessary to protect one’s own domain from other
people. (3) Thus, the shift from audience to producer is achieved. This study suggests that creativity and passivity are

inseparable aspects of the audience.
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