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Construction of a Reader Community: Narrative Analysis of
Experience in a Media Fanzine Community

ISHIDA, Kimi (University of Tsukuba,)

Abstract

In Japan, avid readers of a particular genre of writing have constructed a community for themselves—a media
fanzine community of people who read, write, and share information about specific topics. The community helps
members share their experiences as readers. How do avid readers feel about the community? This article reports on the
analysis of a narrative where a member of the media fanzine community talks about the community’s meaning.

The participant is a female Japanese university graduate who is a member of the media fanzine community. The
participant was informally interviewed by the researcher who is also a member of the same community and was already
acquainted with the participant. Other than encouraging the interview towards discussing the significance of the media
fanzine community, the researcher did not attempt to direct the interview. The 90-minute conversation was tape-recorded
for subsequent analysis. The researcher also took notes.

A narrative analysis was conducted in order to describe the narrative process where the meaning of the media fanzine
community was constructed. The results indicate that there is a five stage process through which reader communities are
socially constructed. (1) One discovers a position that differs from one’s own. (2) A ‘boundary’ is constructed between
one’s position and the other position. (3) A term is created in order to label one’s own position. In this way, one’s
position becomes a “community”. (4) A story is constructed that accounts for one’s community. (5) One shares the story
with other people. In this way, the community is realized.

These findings suggest that we construct reader communities and their meaning through our activities, such as

creating narratives, engaging in dialogues, as well as reading.



