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Membership in the Media Fanzine Community:

Conversation Analysis of Reading Attitudes

ISHIDA, Kimi (University of Tsukuba)

SUMMARY

Avid readers of a particular genre of writing may find
themselves stigmatized for their reading habits. Terms such
as ‘maniac’ or ‘mania’ may be used to describe such people
and their behavior. How do the stigmatized readers respond?
How do they feel about the genre and about themselves as
people considered fanatical by others? This article reports the
results of an analysis of a conversation in which members of a
particular community of practitioners discussed the meanings
of terms associated with their reading habits and with them as
readers. Specifically, this study looks at members of the
media fanzine community—a community of people who read,
write, and share information on a specific topic—and their
stigmatization.

Subjects were two female Japanese university graduates
who could be described as members of the media fanzine
community. Together with the researcher, who was also a
self-described member of the same community and with
whom the subjects were previously acquainted, they met
informally for a discussion. During the course of
conversation, the researcher guided discussion toward the
meanings of the terms associated with their reading habits.
Other than encouraging discussion of these terms, the
conversation was not controlled in any way; the three women
spoke openly about their favorite books and fanzines. The
90-minute conversation was tape-recorded for later analysis.

The researcher also took notes.

Drawing on ethnomethodology, conversation analysis
was performed in order to determine the women’s general
stance toward being media fanzine community members.
Analysis focused on the meaning and sociological
implications of the women’s use of the term ‘mania’. It was
suggested that when a person is considered to be ‘maniac’, he
or she is stigmatized, creating a negative connotation.
However, by embracing the term, the negative connotation is
neutralized in the minds of the stigmatized individuals. By
identifying themselves with the term, they create a self-
enforced category.

The term ‘mania’ or ‘maniac’ was used by the subjects
when they felt a conflict between their own reading habits and
the general public’s attitudes. For instance, suppose they
were still fans of comics when they entered university. When
they realized the gap between conventional thinking (i.e.
college students should read material of higher literary merit)
and their own reading habits at that time (i.e. avid reading of
comics), they used the term ‘mania’, and they can
conceptualize this gap in daily activities like conversations.
The findings of this study suggest that the meaning of reading
is created and maintained in our daily activities. Traditional
reading studies typically proceed on the notion that meaning
derives from society and culture. This study suggests that
daily activity may also play a role and is thus a legitimate

focus for further reading research.



