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A Study of the Relationship between Siblings
in a Three-sibling Family

Nobuyuki Hamazak1* and Akira Yopa*

SUMMARY

The purpose of this study was to examine the birth order and personality of three
siblings referring to the findings by Yoda and Fukatsu (1963), Yoda and Iijima (1980) on
the relationship between two siblings.

The subjects were 525 children from fourth to eighth grade, and their mothers. They
were asked who was the best or the worst of the three siblings in terms of 51 descriptions
of daily activities. Moreover, the masculinity-femininity test from the MMPI was used,
but only on child subjects.

The main results were as follows:

(1) The personality trait of the first and the last siblings was almost the same as in
previous findings. As for that of the middle siblings, we found, they did their work with-
out complaint, but were apt to fail in their work because of carelessness. These findings
were not as clear as those for the first and the last siblings.

(2) The femininity of boys with two sisters was higher than boys in any other com-
binations of three siblings. Moreover, the femininity of girls with two brothers was also
higher than girls in any other combinations of matching structures of three siblings.

(3) As for the distribution of combinations of three sﬂalmgs, the number of girl-girl-
boy matches was more commeon than any other.
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