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A Study of the Possibility of Making Use df Tokens
among Profoundly Retarded Adolescents '

Kenji SUZUMU_RA*

SUMMARY

The purpose of this study is to investigate whether profoundly retarded adolescents who
cannot respond to tokens will be able to respond to them through training. Sixty Ss were divided
into two groups: high developmental group (HDG) and low developmental group (LDG).
Candies were used as primary reinforcers and poker chips being neutral stimuli were adopted
as tokens. Ss were further divided into three groups in each group and trained three kinds
of method: presenting neutral stimuli and primary reinforcers simultaneously, presenting
neutral stimuli a second prior to primary reinforcers, and presenting primary reinforcers a
second prior to neutral stimuli.

The results showed that no effect of training was found on LDG but in HDG some of Ss
were reinforced by the method of presenting neutral stimuli prior to primary reinforcers.
But individual differences were great and the reinforcing value of poker chips was below the
candies. Therefore, experiment Il was conducted to examine whether the period of the training
in the experiment I was too short for LDG and whether the effects of tokens will be
increased by fading out the primary reinforcer in the schedule of intermittent reinforcement.
The method of the presentation is one of the key variables.

In the experiment II no significant difference was found in terms of the period of training.
It was also found that intermittent reinforcement was better than continuous reinforcement
in changing neutral stimuli into tokens in HDG but token economy was not suited to LDG.
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