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Successive use of aizuchi and head nod during topic change interaction in Japanese
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The purpose of this research is to analyze the successive use of aiuzchi and head nod during topic
change interaction in Japanese. The data consisted of 14 free conversation segments between two
native speakers of Japanese. The results supported the hypothesis that the successive use of aizuchi
and head nod occurs during topic change interaction and the tendency was stronger when a
completely new topic is introduced in the discourse. The length of the aizuchi and head nod
sequence was also found to be related to the introduction of a new topic, implying that the
successive use of aizuchi and head nod can function as ceasing a current topic. The use of discourse
maker such as ‘e’ or ‘demo’ at the beginning of the new topic was analyzed in relation to the
successive use of aizuchi and head nod, but there is no indication that these two elements are
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quantitatively related. In addition to the native speakers’ conversation data, 14 free conversation
segments between a native speaker and a learner of Japanese were analyzed. They revealed the less
use of head nod by learners during topic change interaction.
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7% 2006) 7 17 AP (Iwasaki 1997, Kogure 2007) OB DN A 72 ST E 208,
KRIFFRTIEZ = R 70T RZW R0 b EALOBER TH 2 56— & W\ 5 B CTor
T2, k70, HEETHTHIHEX LHSL LRAMOBEND D LE 2, HPHRICED
Do FASHLLAHEMNER L TRIDHURICIT ST I ARSI -0 N EZOLND N, AT
ITRHLT FSH - HE OHEE] LT 2,

2. SeATHIE

2-1 GRS RIS

ZIVE TOREBEEREIC BT DI ISEEEIS R O, B, A T T U—ICoW G
CHENTWDEHDONRE (K E - BBEA 1995, B  2005a, #5  2005b), s HL 0O FEEH
EV D DITFATERRE L B LWV EEEONE OBEMEZ R O C B EIIE 2 Th 503,
B - REERA (1995) O L7z DErAY « YA - AR 20 on EogEIc bk
WY DA E LTZTFANLN TS LS THD (B 2005b),

WIZ, FEEEEROBRICONTTH D03, LTI O H LG~ T DB
DEFEBINE O EAERCE S Z2H T b T, TWHEA - B0 AL - kel (b k-
AEIL 1995). [WhB)AUEAHE - — H AR « HEFRREAHML - J2RAERHL ) (5 20052) &\ o7z
TEFENRD S,

BRABRIC, BRI O A N7 7 V— L0 ) OITEEEEE OB O R FESINE O 5 i TEIIE
SRETENCER L2 b DT, ZHUIFRIC K » TREGDN B> T D, JeATaEE O KA
IZHBNDHANTT V=L FLWEEEOBREHICADND A T T P—IZ RS ATRE T,
MFORFEDE & LM 22 &G L~V OITEND B R E O FE R B0 B o 31 &
WO TLRERESSSHE L~V TOOIR ST D OKE 2002, #f k- SEEUA 1995, #5
2005a), AHS BIFEREKREE & FERBHO EHHICbHEbNAHA N T TFV—E LTE
FENTWDA, FEEERHRE O -5 H OB EH LI2iFEiEe v, £2, RSO )
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Kife (2006) 1 THUSHEE) & THUSHME] LW ¥4 — R EREL, HSb
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TN Lo THEE SN D 7 1 7 OB & GO L OEEIZ L > THBEZZ T E L
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DFEE EAT B DO BIR D & % BIEFE A~ DI 3 T T2 356 . KRFESINE N Tl Bafd
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