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Abstract

This article reports on an email-based project carried out in the spring semester of
the 2010 academic year between the US and Japan. The participants are eighty-eight
freshmen in three English as a Foreign Language writing classes at Yokohama
National University and forty-six third-year Japanese learners in two Japanese as a
Foreign Language classes at Portland State University in Oregon, the United States.
In this project, the Japanese students were asked to exchange e-mails with team
members in the US and furthermore to revise Japanese-language essays written by
the US members. After the project, a questionnaire was conducted to assess the
Japanese students’ views on the usefulness of the project. The questionnaire also
asked the students to write feedback in English on the project. Responses to the
questionnaire indicated a broad range of views on the project, both positive and
negative, while the written feedback provided information on the students’ (i)
integrative motivation, (ii) self-evaluation of English proficiency, and (iii) recognition of
the difficulties involved in learning Japanese as a foreign language. The survey
results and feedback are expected to enable this e-mail-based project to continue into
the future via enhanced opportunities for students to understand English writing as a

tool for communication in real contexts.
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bz Use”genko-yoshi” and write sentence vertically without leaving a line between each line. The length

E should be 2-3 pages or 800-1200 letters.
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Student A (some DFFHiFE)
My English is simple and not interesting. I must (want to) study English more.
Student B (very little ®FHiFE)

I thought this project is very good for me. Because I have been interested in
international interchange. But I couldn’t accept the assignment. So, I can’t find good
points and not-good points. I was disappointed not to accept that. 1 learned

international interchange is not sometimes easy.
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Student C: I was happy to make myself understood in English.

Student D: I felt the pleasure of communicating with foreigners.

Student E: I was able to learn the happiness of touching to the different culture

(2) H 5y D 453k

(Zx9 % B ERHl (S

R LEHN R R~DRE)

Student F: My English is full of easy sentences and easy grammar.
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Student G: My ability to express myself in English is poor.

Student H: I would like to strengthen my vocabulary.

(B) B AGERIFEGEH & L CO AR
Student I: When I correct Japanese sentence, I wonder if we could speak Japaese properly.

Student J: I thank this E-mail project for giving a good chance to reconsider our way to speak

(4)Z Df
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Student K: I wanted to have my English composition corrected.

Student L:I wish I had exchanged more e-mails.

QHAFEFEE D OB IGE B~ DR &

Student M : I am surprised my partner’s Japanese is perfect.

Student N : I understand that the PSU students also were studying foreign language harder than

us. It encourages me very much.
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