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Preface

Atsugi city spreads itself in fan shape on the right bank of the Sagami River which
originates from Yamanaka Lake. It comprises the northeastern hills that undulate on to
Tanzawa Mountains, and open fields extending toward southeast. The city’s land area is
92.86 km®. It is an inland city, with many hills and rivers, situated in the central part of
Kanagawa Prefecture.

Atsugi has a long history. It was called “Small Edo” in Edo Period, and prosperous
and important spot for the traffic of the Sagami River, Yakurazawa Ohkan Road and
Ohyama Kaido Road. Since that time, Atsugi has been the center of commercial and
cultural activities.

The opening of Sagami Tetsudo Railway in 1924 and that of Odakyu Dentetsu Railway
in 1927 strengthened the area’s ties with Tokyo, and thus laid the foundation for a modern
city which it is today.

In February of 1955, one town and four villages were unified into the city of Atsugi.
Since then, numerous largescale projects have been undertaken. From around 1965, National
Highway No. 246 was begun to be upgraded and Inland Industrial Complexes were built.
Especially, the opening of Atsugi Interchange of Tomei Expressway in 1968 produced an
epoch-making positive impact on the city’s industry and economy in general.

Furthermore, with the construction of Tobio and Moridai Housing Complexes, develop-
ment of Morinosato Complex, invitation of sophisticated modern industries and with the
Nakamachi Redevelopment Project, Atsugi city has successfully established itself as a modern
and principal city in the central part of Kanagawa Prefecture.

In view of such rapid urbanization, it is our mission to carry out city planning that
harmoniously coexists with our abundant natural assets; the wholesome green environment,
which has sustained human life from old times, must be passed on to the future generations.

We have asked Prof. Dr. Drs. h.c. Akira Miyawaki of Yokohama National Uni-
versity, an authority on phytosociology, to survey the vegetation of our city and define
its indigenous and ideal state.

Following Prof. Miyawaki’s proposals as our guideline, we shall make our utmost
efforts to preserve forests and restore the original natural vegetation, and to create a
“humane city where nature and culture in harmony with each other.”

I would like express my deepest gratitude and respect to Prof. Miyawaki and his staff
for their dedication to the study.

March 1982

My

Mayor of Atsugi City
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