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PREFACE

Hiratsuka in ancient times was the bottom of the sea. Accumulations of earth and
soil, carried by the rivers are said to have formed the present land. For this reason, 70%
of the municipal area is plain land. Hills are limited to the western part of the area.

Afterwards, the new Hakonedo had to be opened for traffic because the Ashikagado
was buried by eruptions from Mt. Fuji and it is this Hakonedo which eventually made a
great contribution to the prosperity of Hiratsuka, one of the post towns along the
Tokaido.

In 1596 (The first year of Keicho), Ieyasu Tokugawa built his new palace at Nakahara
in Hiratsuka and set out on a large scale reforestation project which covered 1.25 square
kilometers. These trees, varying from pine trees to Japanese cypresses to zelkova trees
had two functions, one to fertilize a sand dune, the other to act as a wind breaker to
arrest shifting sand. This project was considered to be the greatest one in the Kanto
area in those days.

However, most of the trees which had been standing for 300 years were sold to private
companies and cut down when the construction of the Tokaido Railway Line started in
1887. Some pine trees, however have survived in a residential quarter along the coast,
located to the south of Hiratsuka Station. On the other hand, the northern part of the
area, once used for the Imperial Navy Powder Factory, has become an industrial area.

In 1945, most of the municipal area was burnt to the ground because of the war. This
included reserved natural area along the coast. But it may be said that this unprecedented
disaster encouraged us to jump into the building of today’s Hiratsuka. In the spirit of
the proverb which says, “Out of evil, comes good”, all citizens devoted themselves to the
reconstruction of the city.

The centralization of population in urban areas, triggered by the advanced economic
growth of the nation after 1960 had great influence on the natural environment of this
city, which is located only 50. km from the metropolis of Tokyo. Indeed, recently there
has been strong tendency for the balance of living environments and surrounding natural
areas to be lost, because of the diversification of the industrial structure and the sprawling
phenomenom of urban formation.

In 1973 “An ordinance on securing a comfortable living environment” was enacted. As
a result, we are urging the city administration to create an ideal living environment so as
not to lose any more green tracts from our city.

We asked Prof. Dr. Akira Miyawaki, Institute of Environmental Science and Technology,
Yokohama National University, to investigate the vegetation of the city because we felt
the need to preserve and restore green tracts. It took him two years to complete this
research. ‘This is the summary of his report. This report is so valuable that we intend

to use its basic data as a guide for a tree-planning policy for Hiratsuka hereafter.



~ We would like to express our appreciation to Dr. Miyawaki and many others concerned

who contributed to make this investigation successful.

February, 1976

The Mayor of Hiratsuka
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Ubersicht tiber die Stadt Hiratsuka aus der Vogelschau. An der rechten Seite liegt

der Tempelwald von Hachiman-Jinja.



Phot2 ¥ 73w y—AyARE, FRHERORERF LY 7 —RIZKIN T 5,
Bestand des Ardisio-Castanopsietum sieboldii, der nach
der Einrichtung des Landwirtschaftlichen Pedagogischen Zentrums erhalten geblieben ist

(Kisawa der Stadt Hiratsuka).

Phot.3 WHELTWAEY7a7P—RAY
U 4 DOIE,
Dichte Baumkronen des Ardisio-

Castanopsietum sieboldii




Phot.4 JUREALALIZHE & LTy 2D,
“Heimatwald” von Castanopsis cuspidata var. sieboldii am Shinto Tempel Hachiman-
Jinja in der Stadtmitte.

Phot.5  FEAI &L ibf iz > Phot.6 €7V 7 F 7 HRCFE I TEHEE IR,
< b AL 72 K, Bambus-Bestand (Phyllostacys heterocycla
Winteraspekt der Umgebung des var. pubescens) in W-Hiratsuka.

Hanamizu- Flusses mit kleinen

Gemiise-Ackern.
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Phot.7 il » it

Im Frithling blitht Calystegia soldanella, a7 R A%,
eine wichtige Kennart der Carex kobomugi, die Kennart des
Glehnietalia littoralis Wedelio- Caricetum kobomu gi.

(Japanische Diinen-Rasen). (Sodegahama).

Pho.9  SEET BRI HIBIING R 20 < THE.
BENTW D,
In der Ost-Teilen der Stadt Hiratsuka dehnen sich Industrie-Siedlungen am Sagami-
Fluss. Im Bereich der alten Siedlung sind noch einige Hof-und Tempelwilder fragmentarisch
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erhalten geblieben.
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Ubersicht tiber die Stadt Hiratsuka von Sengenyama. In den dicht besiedelte StraBen der

Stadt Hiratsuka gibt es heute kaum Vegetation.
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