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Forward

It is my pleasure to acknowledge that Takahata-cho is the first among Japan’s towns and
villages to conduct a vegetation survey. I would like to extend my sincere gratitude to
the team of the Yokohama Phytosociological Society lead by Prof. Akira Miyawaki of Yoko-
hama National University, who has undertaken this task.

Takahata-cho takes pride in its rich nature and numerous relics of ancient ages such as
caves and rock shades where primitive man used to live, and old mounds. The rich and
beautiful township abounds in remains reminscent of the ancient past.

The abundant nature of Takahata township has not been realized in a day. Our ancestors
have put heart and soul into creating and cherishing it, maintaining the subtle balance in
the natural sphere over many years. However, ever since petroleum replaced charcoal, and
industries and everyday life began to be sustained by vast consumption of oil, the forests
have been deserted, and even more, much of the nature has been destroyed under the
pretext of development.

We should never allow the valuable natural assets to disappear. It is the duty of our
generation to preserve and hand down the green nature, which forms the basis of life, to
our descendants. This has been the principle which lead us to conduct the present vegeta-
tion survey. We intend to adopt not only the results of the survey but also related sugge-
stions by the team as the basic guideline in carrying out various future projects of the to-
wnship. Thus it is our hope to make the town of Takahata into a “Utopia” that is in co-
mplete harmony with nature.

Today, deserts are spreading around the globe, endangering the very survival of man. In
view of this disheartening fact, it is hoped that the present suruey will motivate each and
every citizen of our township and trigger a movement to preserve the green environment
of the globe and our hometown, so that we and our descendants will be able to enjoy the

rich and green environment and blessing of nature for many years to come.
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