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Fig.1. Distribution of various kinds of vegetations in the Saijo Basin. The contour
lines give height in metres. The broken line (:-+) indicates the area planned
for Hiroshima University. A: annual shore community; ©O: reedswamp;
®: sedge swamp; X: Moliniopsis moor; O: alderwood.
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Summary

The Saijo Basin is situated at ca. 200 m altitude, 30 km east of Hiroshima
city. It extends 12 km from east to west and 10 km from north to south. The
basin is covered with lacstrine sediment called Saijo sand and gravel beds. The
surrounding hills and mountains consist of granitic rocks and rhyolitic rocks.
In and around the basin, there are numerous artificial irrigation ponds, which
provide water for the paddy fields. Most ponds show marked seasonal changes
in water level. The communities characterized by annual plants and amphibious
perennial plants develop in silty places which are dried up at low water in late
summer and autumn. Reedswamps and sedge swamps are found along the pond
shores, which do not completely dry up even at low water. Moliniopsis moors
and alderwoods are found at the wet and sunny places such as flat valleys and



322 M. SHmmMopa and H. Suzuk:

gentle slopes.

The wetland vegetation of the Saijo Basin was studied from 1974 to 1978
and the following communities are classified and described in this paper.
A. Annual pond shore communities

1. Scirpus lineolatus community

2. Deinostema violaceuwm community

3.  Eriocaulon sikokiana community
B. Reedswamp communities

1. Zizania latifolia community

2. Phragmites communis—FPolygonum thunbergii community

3. Scirpus tabernaemontani community

4. Scirpus triangulatus community

5. Ischaemum aristatum var. glaucum community
C. Sedge swamp communities

1. Carex thunbergii community

2. Carex dispalata community
D. Moliniopsis moor communities

1.  Rhynchospora chinensis—Eriocaulon sikokiana community

2. Rhynchospora faberi community

3. Moliniopsis japonica—llex crenata community

4, Arundinaria pygmaea—Lycopodiun cernuum community
E. Alderwood communities

1. Alnus japonica—Carex dispalata community

2. Alnus japonica—Moliniopsis japonica community
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