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A Study of Acculturation in Chichi Jima (1)

Akira YODA*

SUMMARY

For 23 years the United States Navy had administered Chichi Jima and its sister
islands, June 23, 1968, they reverted to Japan. Before World War II, nearly 7,700 Japanese
colonists had dominated Ogasawara Islands, but Japanese and the descendants of original
settlers were evacuated to Honshu at the height of Pacific campaign. The United States
allowed the descendants of the original settlers—135 in all—to return 1946.

We visited Chichi in November 1970, to study the islanders intensively. We observed
family life, school life of children and interviewed many people. We want we will visit

Chichi Jima once more in the near future, and study the degree of acculturation in
Chichi Jima.
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