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An Index of Environmental Naturalness based on Oribatid Mites

B emA B

Hiroshi Harapa+r and Jun-ichi Aok

Synopsis

An attempt was made to evaluate environmental naturalness using species composi-
tion of oribatid mites based on the method proposed by Aok: (1995). The selected

100 species of oribatid mites were divided into 5 groups of 5-1 evaluation points.

Thus, the average of evaluation points and the sum of the points were calculated in

88 sites in Kanto District of Central Japan. The values mostly coincide with vegeta-

tion naturalness, but do not in several cases, where the evaluation by oribatid

mites seems to be useful for ranking of nature with similar vegetation.
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