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Influence of Trampling the Lawn by Cars on Oribatid Fauna
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Synopsis

In need of a water tower repairing a part of the lawn in Yokohama National Uni-
versity was damaged by trampling of trucks for two months. The oribatid mite fauna
was investigated on the three stations in the lawn: A) the undamaged lawn, B) the
weakly damaged lawn, and C) the strongly damaged lawn. The average number of
species and the average density of oribatid mites are 13 species and 27.2/25 cm® in the
undamaged station A, while these values are very low in the remaining two stations,
only 4 species and 5.4/25 cm® in station B, and only 3 species and 3.0/25 ¢cm® in station

C. Among 17 oribatid species found there, only one species Rostrozetes ovulum

Berlese did not disappear even in the damaged stations B and C and it seems to be an
exceptional species which is unaffected by the trampling of heavy cars.
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