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Synopsis

Mallotus japonicus forest is a broad-leaved secondary forest which widely develops

in the tropical and subtropical Asia.

In the Japan Islands, Mallotus japonicus forest

extends from the Ryukyu Islands toward north as far as the southern part of the Honshu
Island, Kanto and Chubu area. In the present study, a phytosociological analysis was
designed based on the vegetation records referring to the relevé from the already printed
papers. Phytosociological vegetation units of six plant associations, one community and
two alliances were determined. For the higher unit of these two alliances, Fico-Mal-

lotalia, a new order, was described.
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Summary

A phytosociological study was carried out on the Mallotus japonicus forest from the
central part (Kanto and Chubu districts) to the southern part (the Ryukyu Islands) of
Japan. As a result of the investigation, it was possible to establish six associations and one
community, which fall into the following alliances and order.

Ord.: Fico-Mallotalia ord. nov.
all.: Villebruno pedunculatae-Tremion orientalis K. Suzuki 1979
ass.: Melanolepido-Tremaetum orientalis Miyawaki et al 1982
ass.: Meliosmo rhoifolia-Styracetum japonicae K. Suzuki 1979
ass.: Clerodendro yakusimene-Tremaetum orientalis K. Suzuki 1979
all.: Clerodendro-Mallotion japonicae Ohba 1971
ass.: Hydrangeetum macrophyllo-involucratae idzuensis Ohba 1971
ass.: Melio azedarach-Evodietum meliaefoliae Nakamura in Miyawaki
1982
ass.: Rubo hirsti-Aralietum Miyawaki et al 1971
comm. : Xylosma congestum- Celtis sinensis var. japonica community

Mallotus japonicus forests are broad-leaved secondary forests, which are found on the
- felling or crumbling areas, unstable slope along the valley. They are composed of some
pioneer trees, which have pinnate compound leaves or big broad-leaves. Mallotus forests
are widely distributed from the East Asia to South East Asia in the tropical and subtropical
zones. Mallotus japonicus forests of the Japan Islands are situated near the northern limit
of Fico-Mallotalia.
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