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Proporsal of a New Distribution Map

for Climatic Biogeography of Japan
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Synopsis
Distribution map of a new type was proposed for organisms in Japan, whose distribution is
determined mainly by climatic factors. The mesh division for the series of maps (scale:

1/200,000) made by Geographical Survey Institute of Japan was adopted, modifying it in part to
make it suitable to biological study. A total of 125 divisions (87 quadrates and 38 small islands)
were thus settled. Some of symbol marks representing climatic zones were entered in each of

the divisions. Any of marks will be painted out black, when the species concerned is found

there. Distribution map of this type will have more ecological meaning. Both the area of distribu-

tion and the climatic zones, in which the species was found, can be grasped at a glance. Time,

labor and cost in accomplishing map can be saved by the organized sampling.
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