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Oribatid Communities in the Alpine Zone of Mt. Hakusan

PR BLET - WA

Hiromi IToB and Jun-ichi Aok1

Synopsis

Oribatid mite communities in the alpine zone of Mt. Hakusan (Central Japan) were investigated

under the seven different vegetations: Empetrum nigrum var. japonicum wind-blown heath (st. 2,

st. 4), Pinus pumila shrub (st. 3, st. 6), Sorbus matsumurana shrub (st. 1, st. 7), Alnus maximowiczii

shrub (st. 5), Angelica pubescens var. matsumurae tall herb stand (st. 10), Carex blepharicarpa

snow patch vegetation (st. 8) and Sasa kurilensis grassland (st. 9). Against expectation, most of

oribatid species did not show a special relationship to any vegetation. Similarity values based upon

Jaccard’s index were low among the oribatid communities. They never became higher between

oribatid communities under the same type ol vegetation.
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Species composition of oribatid mite communities under different vegetation in the alpine zone of Mt. Hakusan (Density —1: low, 2: medium, 3: high)
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Melanozetes meridianus 7 v 2353 4 = 121 11 2 1
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Ceratozetes gracilis o # 233 8 = (P
Hypochthonius rujfulus v v #=

Hypochthonius sp. B v v & = [{FO—Hf

Camisia segnis # = & =

Camisia spinifer +»~rg=g=

Liochthonius ohnishii #F A=< Xi<ey &=
Paraliochthonius sp. %< <e v & =D—H
Sucthobelbella spp. ~ F & = RO HIE
Cepheus cepheiphormis v 2 a9 &=
Epidameus sp. D H = o K& = RO
Niphocepheus nivalis & Hh 3o v &=
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JACCARD's coefficients among the oribatid

communities investigated
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A dendrogram drawn with the MOUNTFO-
RD’s method showing similarities among
oribatid communities under the different

vegetations
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