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ABSTRACT

Operas first appeared at the end of the 16th century in Florence and these Operas reproduced Greek Tragedies. In the
17th century, operas became popular throughout Europe. In France, operas flourished under the patronage of Louis XIV.
Four operas were produced at the time based on the story of Medea, a woman in Greek mythology, who got furiously an-
gry with her husband who had abandoned her and took revenge by killing her rival in love, the rival’s father and her own
children. The present study investigated changes in the female image in different periods, by analyzing the scripts of these
four operas and the condition of the French society of the time. Why was the opera, Medea, staged repeatedly in spite of
the absolute monarchy and the male-dominated society of the time? Usually, royalty and titled nobility, as well as the rich
bourgeoisies went to the opera. Operas expressed the ideology and views of women of the ruling class through romantic
dramas. European society had been male-dominated since the ancient Greek Era and the status of women in the society
further declined after the Renaissance. Operas were a new art form that appeared in the Renaissance period and they
were affected by the currents of the times. The stories supposedly reflected views of women in those days. Medea, which
had been often chosen as a theme in literature, music, prints and pictures, expressed femininity that was abominated and
avoided in Europe, because it threatened the male-dominated order. The theme of Medea expressed fear and awe of wom-
en that existed at the bottom of people’s minds, such as Misogyny, which has been a major idea on women in Europe.
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