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PREFACE

THIS work is, as its name implies, a history of England during the little-known period extending between the
years 1840 A.D. and 1981 A.D.

In spite of its small size, the author has expended more time and trouble over it than the casual reader
might suppose. It is written chiefly for children ; but the author trusts and believes that students of maturer
age will find it useful. ' '

In conclusion, he begs to state that every pains have been taken to ensure absolute accuracy, or the nearest
approach to it, both in the description of events, and in the dates given.

LANG-TUNG.
PEKIN, August, 2881 A.D.*
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CHAPTER 1.

WHEN did Queen Victoria ascend the throne of Engiand?

About the year 1835.°

What do you know about her?

She was a good and very popular Queen. .

What was the name of the Capital of the British Empire, and what is said to have been its population?
Lomdon or Londom® ; and it is reputed to have had four millions of inhabitants.’

. Is not this probably a gross exaggeration?

Yes. It is not likely that its population ever exceeded half-a-million.

Were not the possessions of Great Britain very large at this time?

Yes. She was Mistress of India®, Australia, nearly half the continent of North America, and a large part
of South Africa. t '

How was it that a small country like England succeeded in attaining to such power? A. England’s
success was partly due to the skill and courage of her sailors, which long made her Mistress of the
Seas ; the bravery of her soldiers, the industry of her people, the richness of the country in coal and
iron mines, and partly to the constant wars and dissensions of the other European Powers, which, by
preventing them from developing their industries, enabled England to become, for a time, the chief
manufacturing and commercial nation in the world.

Was there not, in this reign, a great war between China and Great Britain?

Yes.

How did it originate?

The Chinese Government forbade the introduction of the poisonous drug opium into their Empire ;
and as the English, who were the chief opium traders, disregarded this edict, a number of their vessels
were seized by order of the Chinese Executive, whereupon the British Government declared war, and
sent a large fleet and army to China.

Which side was victorious?

The Chinese ; they defeated the British in several battles, inﬂicting upon them a loss of over 10,000
men in killed and wounded.’

Wias not the Chinese loss remarkably small?

Yes. Their troops were so well handled that they are said only to have lost five men killed and ten
wounded in the whole campaign, or about one killed and two wounded in each battle.

How did the war terminate? ‘

The Chinese became weary, at length, of slaughtering the British ; and making peace with them on
easy terms, suffered the remainder of them to return to England.

Were not the British people deceived in a very artful manner as to the result of this campaign?

Yes. The British generals, with a view to concealing the truth, swore publicly that their armies were
Victoria’s.

Why did they do this?

To escape the punishment the British always bestowed on their unsuccessful officers.

Was there any other war? v |

Yes. A war with Russia, called the Crimean War.'©

What was the cause of this war? - ,

The Russians, who were anxious to get Constantinople, attacked Turkey, and England and France
sided with the latter Power, and enabled her to repel the Russian attack.

What important facts did this war illustrate?
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That England had few soldiers but plenty of money, and that Russia had plenty of soldiers but little
money. ‘

What was the Irish plague?

A horrible species of homicidal mania, which attacked Vconsiderable numbers of the most vicious part
of the Irish population.

What were the victims of this plague called?

Fiendians'' ; and the plague itself was styled the fiend-mania.

How did this terrible mania display itself?

The wretched maniacs used to prowl about, and stealthily -assassinate defenceless people. They blew
up several ships and buildings with dynamite'?, and they maimed and mutilated cattle whenever they
had a chance of doing so without being discovered ; and so subtle and crafty were they, that it was
most difficult either to prevent these outrages or to detect their perpetratérs.

How was the plague arrested?

The people all over the country formed themselves into vigilance committees, and with their
assistance several hundreds of miserable creatures who displayed symptoms of the insanity were
arrested and lodged in asylums ; when a proclamation was issued to the effect that for every Fiendian
outrage that followed, one or more of these hostages would be executed.

Was this plan successful?

Yes. Not a single outrage occurred after the publication of this proclamation.

Who were Queen Victoria’s chief ministers?

Lord Peeli, Lord Pummicestone, Mr. Glasston, and Lord Dizzy.]3

CHAPTER 1II.
EDWARD VI.

WHO succeeded Queen Victoria?
Her eldest son, the Prince of Wales, under the title of Edward Vi

"~ Was he not a popular Prince?

Yes. Very much so ; and he seems, besides, to have been both able and accomplished.

What great undertaking was completed in this reign?

The construction of a railroad by Russia'® between Mihailovsk'® and Candahar."”

Did the British Government approve of the construction of this railway?

No. On the contrary, they protested most energetically against it.

Did they do anything else?

Yes. They sent four well-armed commissioners, at a salary of £ 1,000 per annum apiece, to
remonstrate with the Ameer of Afghanistan.'®

Was their mission successful?

No. The Ameer fell upon them with a large army, and killed them all four.

What did the British Government do then?

They let the matter drop. - v

Who were the chief British statesmen at this time?

Marqus'® Haughty-tone, Sir Chamberlinen, and Sir Dilkey.?

What great change was made in the British Constitution at this time?

The abolition of the House of Lords, and its replacement by an Upper House composed of 300
super-annuated statesmen, Government officials, and members of Parliament.

Was there not also a change in the religious feeling of the country?
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Yes ; the Christian Church of England was disestablished, and though a large proportion of the people
continued to live according to the tenets of Christianity, great numbers now openly professed
themselves to be disciples of Mr. Wellington Boots.?! '

Who was Mr. Wellington Boots, and what were his doctrines?

He was a great philosopher, who lived at Shoesboro. His tenets were that chastity was no virtue,
marriage ridiculous, children a nuisance, and religion a sham. '

What remarkable machine was invented in this reign?

A flying machine, of which the motive-power was electricity, and which conveyed passengers through
the air at the rate of eighty miles an hour. ‘

What loss of territory did Great British experience about this time? :

Her South African colonies separated themselves from the empire, and formed themselves into a
republic, called the South African Republic.

‘Why did they do this?

- Because Great Britain declined to assist them in a quarrel with the Boer Republic of the Transvaal =

Did not the power of Great Britain decline greatly in this reign?

Yes. She became less formidable as a military power, and her wealth also suffered considerable
diminution. ' '

What caused this decrease in her military power?

The enormous increase in the armaments of the other great European nations, without any
corresponding increase on the part of Great Britain.

And what circumstances contributed to render Great Britain less wealthy?

1*. The development of industries and manufactures in other countries, and the resulting diminution in
the demand for British goods. 2nd. The establishment in France, Germany, Russia and Spain of
protective tariffs, which practically excluded British goods from their markets. 3rd. The donation of
bounties by foreign governments to their own manufactures, by which means foreign goods were sold
in England at prices with which British manufacturers could not compete.

Were the English people themselves at all to blame for their country’s decline?

Yes. Long-continued prosperity, and immunity from foreign interferences, had rendered the masses of
the people unable to appreciate and unwilling to- support any foreign policy calling for personal
sacrifice on their part. / '

Was there not a great war with Russia at the close of Edward VI.’s reign?

Yes.

How did it originate?

An insutrection broke out in Afghanistan—then a Russian province —and some of the insurgents took
refuge in British territory. Russian demanded their instant surrender, and this demand not bemg
promptly complied with, she marched a large army, under the command of General Offskivitch?, into
India.

Who commanded the British troops in India?

Ficld-Marshal Frederics.”*

Did the Russians meet with any success?

Yes. Their march into India was so sudden that a body of Cossacks were able to take Peshawur”® by
surprise ; but a week after the Russian army was attacked, and after a terrible engagement defeated, by
Marshal Frederics: |

What circumstance prevented the further prosecutién of this war?

The outbreak of a revolution in Russia, which necessitated the recall of the Russian army.
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CHAPTER II.

WHO succeeded Edward VI?

His eldest son Albert Victor I .

What important Act was passed in this reign?

An Act admitting women to Parliament, and allowing them to take office.”
Who were Jane Smith and Mary Robinson?

*Jane Smith was the first lady Prime Minister of England, and Mary Robinson the first English lady

Ambassador ; both ladies were remarkable for their wonderful conversational powers.

Was not Jane Smith connected with a most tragic occurrence in Parliament?

Yes. On her motion an Act was passed permitting Ministers to bring their children into Parliament
during debate ; and on one occasion, while Mrs. Smith was in the midst of a magnificent oration, her
infant child, who lay in a cradle by her side, was seized with convulsions and expired, to the
inexpressible grief of the bereaved lady Minister, who was carried out in an hysterical condition by
her sobbing and sympathising colleagues.

What remarkable conquests were made in Asia by China and Russia in thi[s] reign?

Turkey and Persia were conquered by Russia, and Thibet and Burmah by the Chinese.

Did the British Government attempt to prevent these conquests from being made?

They did nod deem it prudent to interfere with Russia, and therefore contented themselves with
congratulating that Government on its accession of territory ; but they instructed their Ambassador at
the Court of China to remonstrate forcibly with the Chinese Emperor on his unfncndly conduct.

What did his Majesty reply to this?

He flew into a terrible rage, and drawing his sabre, told the Ambassador, Mrs. Robinson, that if Great
Britain dared to interfere with his arrangements, he would march into India at the head of 3,000,000

men.

What did Mrs. Robinson reply?

She was so alarmed at the Emperor’s vehemence, that she swooned away, and as nothing would
induce her again to enter the Chinese Court, she received her letters of recall, and returned to England.
What remarkable occurrence took place in the financial world?

The failure of the Bank of England for the first time since its establishment.

To what was this due?

To the long-continued stagnation in British trade.

What strange phenomenon also was witnessed about this time?

A general exodus of all the Jews from Great Britain.

Where did they go?

To China, America, and the Holy Land.

Did not Great Britain lose another of its colonies in this reign?

Yes. The Dominion of Canada in North America separated itself from the mother country, and was
admitted into the Republic of the United States of America.

What induced the Canadians to take this step?

The increasing weakness of Great Britain, and the growing power of the United States.

CHAPTER IV.

WHO succeeded Albert Victor 1.
His eldest son, Albert Victor I1.
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Who were his chief Ministers? :

Matilda Greene, Anna Maria Jones, William Beans, and Joseph Buggins.

Give an account of the famous colliery riots which occurred in this reign.

Fifty thousand colliers took up arms, and, after committing terrlble excesses, attempted to march on
London.”’

Was this daring insurrection successful?

No. The colliers were met at Barnet®® by a large force of soldiers, volunteers, and armed pohce and

after a sanguinary struggle, were completely dispersed.

What was the cause of this extraordinary rising?

The passage of a Bill by Parliament called the ‘Coal Export Prohlbmon Bill.

What was the object of this Bill?

The Government, alarmed at the symptoms of exhaustion displayed by many of the coal-mines, and in
order to economise what remained of the mineral, prohibited the exportation of coal.

How did the affect the miners?

By lessening the demand for coal, in consequence of which hundreds of thousands of colliers were
thrown out of employment ; and it was with a view to obtaining the repeal of this Bill that they took
up arms.

‘What became of the colliers?

The Governments of the United State of America and of the Colony of Australia offered them
locations in their territories, and the British- Government gave them free passages out.

How many families left the country?

About two hundred thousand.

What great loss did Great Britain sustain about the time?

The loss of her Indian Empire, which was conquered from her by Russia.

How did Russia achieve this conquest?

She had been preparing for it for many years, and when all her measures were ready she sent a
memorandum — the famous Constantinople memorandum of history —to the British Government.
What was the substance of this memorandum?

That the Russian Government could no longer tolerate the disorders which constantly arose in British
India, and had taken measures to secure their effectual and permanent suppression.

Were there any grounds for this complaint?

None whatever —but it was regarded at the time as a masterpiece of state-craft.

What reply did the British Government make to it?

They replied that they were not aware for the existence of any disorders, but that they would give their

‘immediate and most earnest attention to the matter.

Was the Russian Government satisfied?

No. Their Ambassador thanked the British Government for their assurance, but informed them that
500,000 Russian soldiers had already been sent to preserve order in India.

What did the British Government then do?

They made desperate exertions to save India, but their efforts were unavailing : their scattered forces
were, after several heroic combats, overwhelmed and annihilated, and in less than two years’ time the
whole of India was subjugated by Russia, A.D. 1956.

How were the British prevented from sending assistance to India? =

The Russians obstructed the Suez Canal® by sinking two large vessels in it.

Could not the British send troops overland?

No. Egypt was then a French province, and the French refused to allow the British trdops passage.*
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How long did the Russians enjoy their conquest?

About twenty years.

What became of India then?

It was invaded by an enormous Chinese host, numbering upwards of five millions of men, and
commanded by the celebrated Marshal Chang, who quickly overpowered and drove out the Russians,
and declared India to be a province of the Chinese Empire.

Was not Marshal Chang®' a very extraordinary man?

Yes. It is said that he could wield a million of men as easily as an ordinary general could wield a
battalion. ‘

What great religious change took place at this time in China and India?

Christianity, which had lately been making rapid strides in the former empire, now spread.quickly
throughout the latter, and by the year 1981 A.D. all India and China were Christianised.

Were not the costumes of the British people, and indeed of Europeans as a rule, very ridiculous during
the period we have described.

Yes. English gentlemen used to wear enormous cylindrical narrow-brimmed black silk hats,
tight-fitting black or dark coloured cloth coats, and bags for their legs, whilst the ladies at one time
wore the skirts of their dressed so extravagantly puffed out with hoops that they could scarcely enter a
doorway, and a year or two after their costumes were so absurdly tight that they could neither sit down
nor walk about with comfort.*>

CHAPTER V.

WHO succeeded Albert Victor I1.?
His brother Edward VIIL>

‘How long did this Prince reign?

Only one year.

What great event then happened?

The Revolution of 1965.

What was the result of this revolution?

The overthrow of the Monarchy and the establishment of the Republican form of government in its
place.

What became of the King and Royal Family?

They went, accompanied by thousands of loyal subjects, to Australia, where they received a most

* enthusiastic welcome; and a month after his arrival King Edward was crowned with all due pomp and

solemnity Emperor of the Australians.

Had not the Australian Government meanwhile declared itself independent of Great Britain?

Yes. As soon as they heard of the Revolution they sent delegates to London* announcing their
secession from the Republic.

Was there not a rising in Ireland in the first year of the Republic?

Yes. There had been a good deal of agitation going on for what was termed ‘Home Rule 5 for some
considerable time in Ireland, and now the agitation broke out into open revolt. A provisional
congress was assembled in Galway® and delegates were sent to Lor\dpn3 7 first, to demand the formal
recognition of the independence of Ireland, and, secondly, to announce the establishment of the
Republican form of government in that country.

How did the British Government treat these demands?

They agreed to them after a long debate.
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How did the Irish people receive the news of the recognition of their independence?
With extravagant rejoicings which lasted for nearly a week. Then a terrible feud broke out between the
Republican and Communistic parties.

‘What was the result of this feud?

The members of the rival parties blew each other up, and shot each other down whenever they had the
opportunity ; and in less than twelve months a dozen governments had been set up and overthrown.*
How long did this terrible state of things last?

Exactly a year. Then the remains of the lIrish people petitioned the British Government for
re-admission into the Union.

Did they obtain thieir request?

Yes. The British Government, out of compassion for their deplorably miserable condition ;
good-naturedly suffered them to return into the Union.

Were there any subsequent risings in Ireland?

No. An adventurer attempted every now and then to create a disturbance, but he was promptly put
down by the people themselves.

How long did the Republican form of govemment last in England?

About ten years, when it was replaced by what was termed a Social Communes.

What were the tenets of the Social Communists?

Liberty, equality, fraternity, free love, no marriage, and no religion.*

What were the first acts of the new Government?

The demolition of all the churches and other places of worship, and the prohibition of matrimony.
What terrible calamity occurred in the year 1981, A.D.?

The destruction of Londom by a fearful earthquake, in which eight hundred thousand persons are said
to have perished.

Is not this number probably a great exaggeration of the truth?

Yes. As we have before stated, it is not likely that there were at any time more than half a million of
inhabitants in Londom. It is, however, quite probable that a hundred thousand persons lost their lives
in this awful catastrophe. '

What remarkable change in temperature did Great Britain experience about this time?

An astonishing increase in the degree of cold, so much so that for six months in the year the rivers
became unnavigable.*’

To what was this change in the climate attributable?

It is impossible to say with certainty ; in all probability it was due either to the completion of the
Panama Canal, which took place about the year 1981, or to some slight alteration in the inclination of
the plane of the earth’s axis. We are inclined to prefer the latter hypothesis, on the grounds that a
similar fall in temperature was experienced at the same time in regions one would suppose to have
been out of the range of influence of the Gulf Stream. 4

What effect had this change on the people of the British Isles?

Very many must have perished of cold and want and hunger — multitudes emigrated to warmer regxons
—and some, but comparatively few, remained and battled with, and in course of time became inured
to, the altered temperature. '

What is the condition of the people of Britain now?

They are a hardy but fierce and barbarous race, with little or no traces left of the civilization for which
they were so famous a thousand years ago. -

What are their chief occupations? |

Some of them tend herds of sheep and oxen, others cultivate barley, from which they prepare their
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national drink — beer and whisky ; whilst others again employ themselves in felling timber — the whole
island being covered with forests, chiefly of oak and pine.

Q. Have the women no employment? ‘
A. Yes. They milk the cattle, make a coarse kind of barley-bread ; shear the sheep, and make a rough

woollen cloth from the fleeces.

Q. What is the chief amusement of the men? ,
A. Fencing with their fists, or, as they term it, boxing. They aim blows at each other’s noses, and ate so

expert at this singular pastime, that they have been seen to fence for hours together without a single
blow on the nose being recorded.

Q. Have these poor people any religion, or form of worship?
A. For many centuries they seem to have had nothing that could be termed a religion. They used to

observe a remarkable custom, however, which was apparently based on superstition. In every house
over the fire-place was a small shelf, and on this was placed an object somewhat resembling a
Wellington Boot. Every day this thing was taken down, reverently blacked, and then respectfully
restored to its shelf. It is not improbable that this custom originated, centuries ago, in a desire to do
honour to the philosopher Mr. Wellington Boots, form whose doctrines the English probably derived
their extreme immorality.

Q. Are not efforts being now made to reconvert the English to Christianity?
A, Yes. Within the last few years the Chinese Church Missionary Society has spent upwards of 400,000

dollars in endeavouring to reclaim this interesting race. There are now nearly one hundred places of
worship in the British Islands, in which upwards of 15,000 persons assemble every Sunday to hear the
gospel preached by Chinese missionaries. Several schools have been erected, to which the people
flock in great numbers, and display much earnestness, if not aptitude, in their efforts to learn reading

and writing.

Q. What do the Chinese Government contemplate doing with the British Islands?
A. They contemplate using them both as a naval depdt and as a penal settlement ; and it is hoped and

believed that, in a few years’ time, the blessing of Chirstianity and civilization will once more be
diffused throughout these interesting islands.

THE END.
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