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Recently the world economy is increasingly globalized by trade liberalization and the
development of information technology. The globalization of firms and the diversity of
products are by no means observed. Research in international trade has also changed
as its focus has shifted from industries and countries to firms and products. This
transformation was instigated by the emergence of a wide range of micro-data sets
exhibiting sharp variation in firms’ characteristics and products. Behind this
background, this paper analyzes the relationship among globalization, firms and
products using firm- and product-level trade data.

This paper consists of 3 chapters. The title of the 1st chapter is “Globalization and
internal corporate organization: evidence from Japanese firms”. This chapter is to
empirically examine the relationship between firms’ organizational characteristics 2
and their global activities by exploiting a unique firm-level data. This chapter finds
that the globalization of firms which is measured by the foreign sales ratio has a
positive link with Span, but is has a negative link with Layer. IT investment is also
negatively link with Layer. The title of the 2nd chapter is “Effects of agglomeration and
R&D activities on plant internationalization: evidence from Japan”. This chapter
examines the effects among agglomeration, R&D, and firms’ other characteristics on
their global activities. This paper finds that agglomeration is positively related to the
plants’ global activities. Spillovers from other plants located nearby to a plant decision
to engage in global activities are the strongest when they are in the same industry and
trade with the same countries. The effect of the agglomeration is stronger in smaller
plants. The title of the 3rd chapter is “Extensive and intensive margins of adjustments
in Japan’s exports after the Great East Japan Earthquake 2011”. This chapter
analyzes the impact of the Great East Japan Earthquake 2011 on Japanese export
decomposing the fall of exports into the extensive and intensive margins. This chapter
finds that most of exports in disaster areas’ products decline sharply due to the Great
East Japan Earthquake 2011 and the declines of exports in the areas’ products are
explained mainly by intensive margin. The variations of exports in the food industry




are mainly explained by the extensive margin.

These finding are informative firm and product-level observations and offers new
insight into the ways in which firms and their products respond to globalization. 3
Change of firms’ global activities and products has been intense and the role of firms
and their products in the globalized world become more and more important. This
paper fills a part of the gap between the theories and empirical evidences to
understand the pattern of international trade well.
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