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Abstract   

Positioning of colloidal quantum dots (QDs) by nanoholes is applicable to fabricating 

quantum devices such as quantum circuits. A silica coating technique that facilitates the 

positioning manages the effective size of QDs while preserving the quantum state inside. 

In the reverse micelle method, which is commonly used for the silica coating, optical 

properties deteriorate due to the exposure of QD surface to moisture within the reverse 

micelle. We studied a thin silica coating on the surface of PbS QDs by pyrolyzing 

tetraethyl orthosilicate in an organic solvent before forming a thick silica shell by the 

reverse micelle method. As a result, highly luminous silica-coated PbS QDs with a 

diameter of about 110 nm were realized.    
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Chemically synthesized quantum dots (QDs) are promising as nanomaterials that are 

used in next-generation quantum electronics technology. We have realized positional 

control of single PbS QDs by trapping them into nanoholes on a silicon substrate 

fabricated by scanning probe microscopy (SPM) [1, 2]. This technique is useful to 

fabricate devices using only one QD, such as single-photon emitters [3-11]. However, it 

is difficult to use it in the fabrication of devices such as quantum circuits, which require 

QDs of different sizes to be arranged at arbitrary positions, because QDs cannot be 

selectively distributed to nanoholes. The size sensitivity of energy state in QDs greatly 

exceeds the nanohole processing accuracy by SPM. Silica coating on QDs is a technique 

that can solve this problem because it can arbitrarily enlarge the effective size of QDs 

with little change in energy states [12-18]. By preparing nanoholes with distinctly 

different sizes and QDs in silica shells with matching sizes, QDs with desired energy 

states can be placed at desired positions. The trapping of small silica shell in large 

nanoholes can be prevented by trapping the shell in order from the larger size [18].    

Silica coating of QDs is generally performed by the reverse micelle method. We have 

fabricated highly monodisperse silica-coated QDs with an average particle diameter 

exceeding 100 nm, using PbS QDs with oleic acid (OA) and oleylamine (OLA) as ligands 

[18, 19]. However, when the silica shell became thicker, the emission intensity of the QDs 

decreased and the monodispersity also deteriorated. During the coating process, the 

emission efficiency drops sharply at the beginning of the reaction and then recovers 

gradually, but the recovery is weak as the amount of tetraethylorthosilicate (TEOS), the 

raw material of silica, is small [19]. Exposure of the QD surface to moisture in the reverse 

micelle is believed to be also responsible for the degradation of emission efficiency. It has 

been reported that the degradation can be suppressed by pyrolyzing TEOS in an organic 

solvent to coat CdSe/CdS QDs with thin silica without using the reverse micelle method 

[20].   

In this paper, we report a method for fabricating silica-coated PbS QDs with large 

size, high luminous efficiency and good monodispersity. After the initial silica coating of 

PbS QDs by pyrolyzing TEOS in an organic solvent, the silica shell thickness was 

increased by performing the reverse micelle method in combination with 3-aminopropyl 

triethoxysilane (APTES). It has been reported that adding APTES to TEOS increased the 

silica shell size of InP/ZnS QDs to about 450 nm [21]. By this method, we were able to 
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fabricate thick silica-coated PbS QDs with good emission intensity and monodispersity.   

PbS QDs were synthesized by the hot injection method as in our previous reports [22, 

23]. In a four-necked flask, 0.4233 g of lead oxide, 8.5 mL of oleic acid and 12 mL of 

octadecene are stirred at 130°C for 1 hour. A well-mixed solution of 4.7 mL of octadecene 

and 200 μL of (TEM)2S is injected with a syringe into above solution at 110°C and stirred 

for 50 seconds. The reaction is terminated by quenching with ethanol previously chilled 

in a refrigerator. The synthesized QDs are washed three times with ethanol and toluene 

using centrifugation and finally dispersed in toluene.    

Initial silica coating was applied to the surface of PbS QDs in toluene by pyrolysis 

method. The procedure is as follows. After 80 μL of TEOS was added dropwise to 2 mL 

of PbS QD solution containing 20 μL of oleylamine over 2 minutes, the solution was 

heated and stirred at 110°C for 1 hour under a nitrogen atmosphere. As a control sample, 

silanization was performed instead of the initial silica coating on the QD surface [19, 24]. 

Silanization is performed by adding 2-8 µL of TEOS to 1 mL of PbS QD solution and 

stirring for 24 h at room temperature.   

The procedure of the reverse micelle method for thickening the silica shell is as 

follows. After stirring 6 mL of cyclohexane and 0.35 g of IGEPAL CO-520 for about 10 

seconds, 200 μL of aqueous ammonia was added and stirred for 15 minutes. After adding 

600 μL of a toluene solution of PbS QDs and stirring for 30 minutes, 350 μL of TEOS 

was added dropwise and stirred for 24 hours. The same amount of acetone was added to 

the resulting solution, centrifuged at 14500 rpm for 30 seconds, and the supernatant was 

discarded. The remaining precipitate was washed alternately with ethanol and ion-

exchanged water, and finally dispersed in ion-exchanged water. These samples are called 

"two-step silica coated sample" in this paper. A sample with a thicker silica shell was also 

prepared by the following procedure. 350 μL of TEOS and 350 μL of APTES were 

dropped into the solution in which the initial silica coating was applied to the PbS QD 

surface, and after stirring for 24 hours, 350 μL of TEOS, 350 μL of APTES, and 600 μL 

of toluene were added and stirred again for 24 hours. The resulting samples were washed 

in the same manner as the samples described above. These samples are called "three-step 

silica coated sample" in this paper. We experimentally confirmed that the mixing of 

toluene in the final step suppressed size variation and adhesion of silica-coated QDs. The 

toluene mixing probably adjusts the size of the reverse micelles to the size suitable for 
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the silica shells that have already grown to some extent.    

The shape and size QDs were evaluated using a transmission electron microscope 

(TEM; JEOL, JEM-2100F) and a scanning electron microscope (SEM; Hitachi High 

Technology, SU8010). Photoluminescence (PL) measurements were performed with a 

multichannel spectroscope (OtO, RS1680-NIRA) using a semiconductor laser with a 

wavelength of 633 nm as excitation light.    

We confirmed the change in the appearance of QDs before and after the initial silica 

coating by the pyrolysis method. Fig. 1(a) shows a TEM image of the QDs as synthesized. 

The average diameter of the QDs was 5.6 nm with a standard deviation of 0.5. The QD 

shape was symmetrical, and the QDs were closely packed. A TEM image of the QDs after 

initial silica coating is shown in Fig. 1(b). The change in QD apparence due to the initial 

silica coating was obvious. The average diameter was 6.3 nm with a standard deviation 

of 0.7, i.e., the initial silica coating deteriorated size uniformity with a 11% increase in 

diameter. Also, after the initial coating, the interdot spacing was expanded randomly and 

the closest packing did not occur. The contours of QDs were blurred compared to QDs as 

synthesized. These apparent changes confirm that the QDs were silica-coated and altered 

in properties, whereas the reduced size uniformity suggests that the coating was not 

uniform.   

After the initial silica coating by the pyrolysis method, the silica coating thickness 

was increased by the reverse micelle method. Silica-coated QDs with a diameter of up to 

60 nm were obtained by two-step silica coating, and silica-coated QDs with a diameter of 

up to 150 nm were obtained by three-step silica coating. Fig. 2(a) is an example of a SEM 

image of a three-step silica-coated sample. The average diameter was 105.7 nm with a 

standard deviation of 9.7. In another three-step silica-coated sample, the standard 

deviation was 10.9 with an average diameter of 148.7 nm. On the other hand, in the 

control sample, the standard deviation was 23.7 when the average diameter was 150.2 nm. 

The initial silica coating improved the monodispersity by about two times.   

Fig. 2(b) compares the PL spectra of the initial silica-coated QDs at each fabrication 

step. The initial silica coating reduced the emission intensity by about 20%. The PL 

intensity decreased with increasing silica shell thickness. In the sample with an average 

diameter of 96.1 nm shown in Fig. 2(b), the decrease in peak intensity was only about 

25% of the initial value, which was very small. A red shift of the peak wavelength was 
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observed here. Energy shifts during silica coating have been previously reported in 

literature, with both blue shift and red shift depending on the differences in material 

combinations [12, 15-17]. The same red shift as in this figure was not always observed in 

our experiments, so we don't have enough data at this time to discuss the causes of the 

red shift. Possibilities include some interaction between shells and QD cores such as QD 

surface state formation and heterogeneity of the QD solution. On the other hand, in the 

control sample, almost no luminescence was observed even in samples with a smaller 

particle size. It is clear that the initial silica coating in the organic solvent suppressed the 

deterioration of the emission intensity due to the increase in silica shell thickness.   

We performed PL measurements of silica-coated QDs with various sizes. Fig. 3 

shows the relationship between particle diameter and PL intensity. By changing the 

concentration of the mixed QD solution, silica shells with different thicknesses were 

obtained under the same silica coating conditions. Samples with a particle size of 90 nm 

or more are three-step silica coated samples. When the initial silica coating was applied, 

the PL intensity decreased as the particle size increased, and decreased more sharply when 

the size exceeded 110 nm. A sample with a diameter of about 150 nm hardly emitted light. 

On the other hand, in the control sample, almost no PL emission was observed even with 

a particle size of about 20 nm. Silanization of the QD surface should suppress the decrease 

in emission intensity, but the effect was not observed under the conditions in this study 

because the amount of TEOS added was large. This figure clearly shows the strong effect 

of the initial silica coating.    

As described above, we succeeded in fabricating highly luminous silica-coated PbS 

QDs with a diameter of about 110 nm. It was effective to pyrolyzing TEOS in an organic 

solvent to coat the QD surface with silica before forming a thick silica shell by the reverse 

micelle method. Even when this process was used, luminescence was not observed well 

when the silica shell was 150 nm or more. Future detailed studies on this process are 

needed to further increase the size without degrading the emission properties. The first 

priority should be the optimization of the initial silica coating conditions. As shown in 

Fig. 1, the initial coating layer was not uniform. If the initial silica coating is incomplete, 

the coating layer is not sufficiently protective, and some of the QD surface will be exposed 

to water during the subsequent reaction in the reverse micelle. The phenomenon that PL 

intensity decreased with increasing shell thickness also suggests that the coating layer 
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was not completely protective. Improving the quality and thickness of the initial silica 

coating layer may further enhance the protective ability of the QD surface. In addition, it 

is important to combine the initial silica coating process with other innovative techniques. 

For example, silanization of the QD surface alone did not show a sufficient protective 

effect in this study, but it may improve the initial silica coating layer to enhance its 

protective function. It has been demonstrated that the highly luminescent large silica-

coated QDs needed in the future can be fabricated based on initial silica coating 

techniques.   

 

Acknowledgements   

This research was supported by Japan Society for the Promotion of Science (JSPS) 

Grant-in-Aid for Scientific Research JP21K18197.     

 

References    

[1] K. Mukai, A. Hirota, and S. Nakashima, Jpn. J. Appl. Phys. 54, 04DJ02 (2015).   

[2] K. Mukai, A. Hirota, Y. Shimizu, and S. Nakashima, Semicond. Sci. Technol. 30, 

044006 (2015).   

[3] M. V. Artemyev, U. Woggon, R. Wannemacher, H. Jaschinski, and W. Langbein, Nano 

Lett. 1, 309 (2001).   

[4] S. A. Crooker, T. Barrik, J. A. Hollingsworth, and V. I. Klimov, Appl. Phys. Lett. 82, 

2793 (2003).   

[5] M. Califano, A. Franceschetti, and A. Zungr, Phys. Rev. B 75, 115401 (2007).    

[6] A. G. Silva, C. A. Parra-Murillo, P. T. Valentim, J. S. V. Morais, F. Plentz, P. S. S. 

Guimarães, H. Vinck-Posada, B. A. Rodriguez, M. S. Skolnick, A. Tahraoui, and M. 

Hopkinson, Opt. Express 16, 19201 (2008).   

[7] A. Qualtieri, G. Morello, P. Spinicelli, M. T. Todaro, T. Stomeo, L. Martiradonna, M. 

D. Giorgi, X. Quélin, S. Buil, and A. Bramati, New J. Phys. 11, 033025 (2009).    

[8] T. Nozaka and K. Mukai, Physica E 78, 14 (2016).    

[9] K. Mukai, K. Shibata, Y. Nakatsuka, and M. Ikai, Physica E 103, 417 (2018).    

[10] K. Mukai, S. Watanabe, I. Okumura, and T. Sugimoto, Jpn. J. Appl. Phys. 58, SBBI06 

(2019).     

[11] K. Mukai, T. Sugimoto, S. Sugisaki, K. Ikeda, and S. Watanabe, Jpn. J. Appl. Phys. 



 7 

59, SGGH06 (2020).    

[12] M. Darbandi, R. Thomann, and T. Nann, Chem. Mater. 17, 5720 (2005).    

[13] D. K. Yi, S. T. Selvan, S. S. Lee, G. C. Papaefthymiou, D. Kundaliya, and J. Y. Ying, 

J. Am. Chem. Soc. 127, 4990 (2005).    

[14] Y. Yang, L. Jing, X. Yu, D. Yan, and M. Gao, Chem. Mater. 19, 4123 (2007).    

[15] M. Chu, Y. Sun, and S. Xu, J. Nanopart. Res. 10, 613 (2008).    

[16] M. Darbandi, G. Urban, and M. Krüger, J. Colloid Interface Sci. 351, 30 (2010).    

[17] P. Yang, M. Ando, and N. Murase, Langmuir 27, 9535 (2011).    

[18] K. Mukai, I. Okumura, Y. Nishizaki, S. Yamashita, and K. Niwa, Jpn. J. Appl. Phys. 

57, 04FH01 (2018).     

[19] K. Mukai, K. Ikeda, and R. Hatta, Jpn. J. Appl. Phys. 61, 015001 (2022).    

[20] X. Cao, Q. Zhang, C. Zhang, Z. Li, W. Zheng, M. Liu, B. Wang, S. Huang, L. Li, X. 

Huang, and L. Kong, J. Alloys Compd. 817, 152698 (2020).    

[21] D. Drozda, H. Zhangb, I. Goryachevaa, S. D. Saeger and N. V. Beloglazova, Talanta 

205, 120164 (2019).   

[22] M. A. Hines and G. D. Scholes, Adv. Mater. 15, 1844 (2003).   

[23] K. Mukai, R. Kimura, S. Sugisaki, T. Sugimoto, M. Fujishima, and S. Watanabe, 

Jpn. J. Appl. Phys. 59, SGGH01 (2020).   

[24] N. Murase and C. L. Li, J. Lumin. 128, 1896 (2008).   

 

Figure captions  

Fig. 1 TEM images of (a) QDs as synthesized and (b) QDs after the initial silica coating 

in organic solvent.  

Fig. 2 (a) SEM image and (b) PL spectra of silca-coated PbS QDs.  

Fig. 3 Relationship between diameter of silica-coated QDs and PL intensity. The intensity 

is normalized by that of QDs as synthesized. Red squares show data with initial 

coating, and blue circles show data without initial coating.   
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