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Because the purposes and modalities of studying abroad in Japan are diversifying, the lifestyles
of international students and how they interact with others are also changing. This study
examines the interpersonal relationships of international students living in Japan as a “social
network” and outlines the existing research on international students’ social network formation.
Different types of cross-sectional and longitudinal studies have analyzed the social networks of
international students studying in Japan, but there is no consensus yet on how international
students develop their social networks. In addition, few studies have linked international
students’ social networks with language use and target language acquisition. Further research is
needed to explore international students’ social network formation process in connection with
their language use, as it is expected that L1 and L2 use are influenced by international students’
social networks.
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