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Student responses to publication of victims’ names after Kyoto

arson: Views on media disclaimers in the social media age
Hiroshi TAKAHASHI
The publishing of the names of victims of the July 2019 Kyoto Animation arson attack by Japan’s

mass media elicited intense criticism, predominantly online and through social networking
services, as many bereaved families had wanted their names to be kept private.

The mass media in Japan had believed that in general, publishing victims' names contrib-
uted to democracy. The rapid spread of coverage through the internet and social media, however,
has givenrise to concerns that the privacy of victims such as those in Kyoto is increasingly being
violated. From a human rights perspective, what is the appropriate form of reporting on victims
who are being written about in the news ?

To resolve this question, I had students in my journalism class read disclaimers and articles
carried by media outlets to explain why they had published victims' names. I then asked them to
discuss the matter between themselves online through the videoconferencing service “Zoom.”
Following these discussions,  had 246 students respond through questionnaires whether they
agreed with the publication of victims’ names or not, and additionally interviewed 30 students
who provided interesting answers.

The students who agreed to be interviewed made poignant comments. One student, for ex-
ample, cited concerns that Japanese media are losing their ability to imagine the pain of victims.
Young people, in particular, have a sense of pent-up distrust toward the media. As aresult, the

media have received a severe backlash upon publication of victims’ names.

(Professor, Institute of Urban Innovation)





