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The Usage of the Conditional “Nara” in Email.
-Focusing on Outgoing and Reply Email-
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In this study, 24 email tasks were used to collect compositions from Japanese native speakers (NS)
and non-native speakers (NNS) to examine the frequency and usage of the conditional “NARA” in
outgoing and reply email. A comparison of the two groups showed that NS significantly favored
using “NARA” in replies rather than outgoing email, whereas there was not a significant disparity
among NNS. In addition, there was a significant difference in the way NS and NNS use “NARA”
when adjusting schedules. NS preferred using it when choosing from options provided by the other
party, while NNS preferred using it to ask for convenience. Furthermore, analysis of NS reply emails
showed that usage of “NARA” was considered to be a way to avoid stating the obvious, soften the
expression, and show consideration for others by not putting one's own convenience at the forefront.
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