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SUMMARY

Japanese schools have a history of keeping animals, and local veterinarians have provided support for nearby elementary
schools for this activity voluntarily and also collected and published children’s essays in Tokyo. This research aims to consider
the significance of rearing school animals by examining children’s essays collected in these supporting activities.

In this research, text mining was utilized in order to conduct an exploratory investigation to elucidate the significance
of rearing school animals, children’s interaction with animals, development of their feelings, affection, and inter-human
communication skill through animal caretaking activities according to differences developmental stages.

The analysis of 386 essays revealed that higher school grade children commonly used expressions which indicate their active
engagement, whereas lower school grade children commonly used expressions suggesting their interest. Emotional expressions
were generally positive, regardless of the school grade.

By using text mining, the results of this research indicate that through animal care, children felt the sense of accomplishment,
enjoyed contact with animals, obtained knowledge about animals, empathized with animals, and considered about animals and

other children. In addition, children could consider their own internal state, among others.
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