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Support Based on Interdependent Group Contingency for Four Children Enrolled in a
Regular Class Who Exhibit Disruptive Behaviors: A Study of the Relationship
between Randomization of Reinforcement Criteria and Group Size

Support based on interdependent group contingency was provided to improve the behavior
of four schoolchildren who are enrolled in a regular class and exhibit disruptive behaviors such
as leaving their seat during class. The objective of this study is to answer the following two
questions: (i) whether there will be differences in the effectiveness for a small group and the
class as a whole if the randomization of the number of occurrences of problem behaviors to be
reduced through reinforcement is applied to interdependent group contingency, and (ii)
whether introducing individualized support through class-wide intervention based on
interdependent group contingency is effective for second-grade schoolchildren as well. The
results of the present study revealed that there was negligible difference in the effectiveness of
the support with randomized reinforcement criteria between a small group and the class as a
whole. Furthermore, a comparison of the average rate of disruptive behaviors between class-
wide and individualized support periods showed that in the individualized support period, the
average rate of disruptive behaviors decreased in two out of the four children, while it increased
in the other two. The requirements for the effectiveness of the support based on
interdependent group contingency for children who exhibit disruptive behaviors were
discussed.

Keywords : regular class, disruptive behavior, interdependent group contingency,
randomization of reinforcement criteria, class-wide support
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