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How Japanese Learners Convey Their Intention When Replying to E-mail
-Focusing on Softening Expressions-
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This study investigates the use of "V-yooto omou" in an email task for 30 Japanese learners
(Korean, Chinese, German) and 30 native Japanese speakers. This email task asks participants to
reply to someone's request to bring something to a potluck party. Japanese native speakers used “~o

motteikooto omoimasu” or “~0 motteikemasu/ikesoodesu” in this email. However, Japanese learners

n n

did not use "~o motteikooto omoimasu". In particular, Korean learners used the phrase "~o
motteikimasu" more often than Japanese and other learners. The choice of expression is up to the
learner, but it may be necessary to know that there are softening expressions appropriate for these
kinds of situations. From the results of this investigation, we think that it is necessary to consider the

various usages of "V-yooto-omou" and also consider how and when to teach it.
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