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On the Concept of Image in
Deleuze’s Cinema and Its Pragmatic Aspect

Takumi Fukuo

This paper attempts to comprehend the status of “image” in Gilles
Deleuze’s Cinema 1(1983) and Cinema 2 (1985), especially in relation to the
philosophical practice. Deleuze develops the concept of image through
reading Bergson’s Matter and Memory (1896) and classifying images of
hundreds of films. The two aspects of Cinema—dealing with philosoph-
ical texts and artistic images at the same time—are inseparable from
the concept of image. Thus, our project can be defined as measuring the
distance between the cinematic images in themselves and the philosoph-
ical concept of image. Deleuze says that a theory of cinema is not “about”
cinema, but “about the concepts that cinema gives rise to” or “the concepts
of cinema”. But images will give rise to concepts only if its concept has a
certain pragmatic aspect.

To examine this hypothesis, we refer to Elie During as another
Bergsonian-film theorist. During does not use “image” as a Bergsonian
term. But he converts Bergson’s famous argument on “cinematographic
illusion” to the philosophical foundation to explore the moving images, al-
though for Deleuze that illusion is not about cinema (image) but about only
cinematograph (technological device). This strong contrast will help us to

clarify the function of image in Deleuze’s Cinema.
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