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What Kind of Technical Japanese Has Been Treated in the Research Papers

in “Journal of Technical Japanese Education”?
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Abstract

Under the current social circumstances, the areas in which foreigners newly engage as workers are
quickly expanding, such as long-term caregiving, nursing care and housekeeping support. As
foreign workers are required to acquire Japanese language skills according to the situations of each
area and its needs when they seek employment, it is considered more important to carry out
research and practices covering technical Japanese. To overview how the Society for Technical
Japanese Education has handled technical Japanese, this study investigated (1) subject area, (2)
skills discussed, and (3) types of 100 articles (research papers and reports) published in the
Society’s journal, “Journal of Technical Japanese Education” from its first to eighteenth volumes.
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The results confirmed that during the early days of the organization’s activities, the attention was
concentrated on the Japanese language for academic purposes that would support learning
opportunities of international students and the focus of research was the support for creation and
comprehension of papers and oral presentations, which are required especially in the field of
science and technology. The result also showed that there was now a new angle, which may be
called the “Japanese for Occupational Purposes,” based on the social needs.
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