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A Possibility for Japanese Language Education to promote Coexistence

- From Practice in Japanese Language Classes to Education for Democratic Citizenship -
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This paper explores the possibility of promoting Japanese language education globally, where
divisions and conflicts are constantly evolving. Instead of focusing on skill development, it is
important to foster the establishment of “a person to live with together,” in accordance with one
of UNESCO’s Four Pillars of Education: “learning to live together” (1996). As the competences
required by “Education for Democratic Citizenship” can be said to support the principle of
coexistence, this concept should be incorporated into Japanese language education. Japanese
language education should highlight the significance of developing one’s ability to identify
problems and accept differences, foster tolerance, and encourage alternative views, despite

differences in historical and cultural backgrounds. The proposed approach has been supported by



pedagogical practice conducted among upper-intermediate learners; this substantiates the
importance of this practice. In order to explore a better method, it is essential to implement various

related practices.
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