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Experlences 

Int 丘 OdUCtion 

"Today》he・   a‥ay｛f”istorical（mportance ・ ，， ・ It　   the‥ay『hen 

Japan@emerges@from@defeat@to@become@independent@and@start@anew,"@the@Asahi 

Shinbun｝roclaimed（n is April・ 1952 morning（ssue ， At 10:   0‾M, the 

moment@the@American@occupation@ended@and@independence@formaly@restored@to 

the@Japan@ nation,@ the@na Ⅰ     onal@ anthem@played@ on@radios,@ temple@ bells@ rang 

through@the@night,@ and@at@the@Imperi8@   Palace@plaza,@ a@small@crowd@of@about 

twenty@people@shouted@of@"Tenno@hCka@banzai!"@"Nihonkoku@banzai!" 

Cabarets‖nd｜ars（n；inza‖waited…ustomers『ith〕anterns（nviting 

people@to@"celebrate@the@peace@treaty ， "@ Some@shops@prepared@masSve@amounts 

of…hampagne’or》he’esti   iies ， But》here『ere’ew…elebrators‖nd（   depend- 

ence@turned@out@to@be@ a@decidedly@ anticlimactic@ event ・ The@Asahi@ Shinbun 

described@Tokyo@at@this@"historical@moment"@as@"quiet@beyond@expectation ・ "' 

The@quiet@did@not@last@long ， On@the@day@independence@was@restored,@the 

Miniter｛f仝elfare〉epeated”is｝rohibiion｛f》he「se｛f》he！mperial‾alace 

plaza@for@the@May@Day@celebrations@planned@for@May@1.@defying@the@court@order 

of@the@same@day@nullifying@the@ban ， Denied@access@to@the@"people's@plaza,"@as@the 

grounds@had@been@called@since@the@1946@"Food@May@Day ， "@the@major@May@Day 

rally@in@Tokyo@took@place@within@the@grounds@of@the@Mei Ⅰ     Sh Ⅱ     ne ， Thousands@of 

people”eld｝lacards｝rotesting〉emilitarization,‥eterioration｛f『orkers'‘co- 

riomic@conditions,@poli   e@intrusion@i   to@unversity@campuses,@the@US@retention@of 
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Okinawa ， and@"April@28-the@Day@of@National@Disgrace ・ "@As@the@rally@drew@to@a 

close,@agitators@goaded@the@crowd@to@march@to@the@forbidden@plaza@in@front@of@the 

imperial@palace ・ Several@groups@of@demonstrators@led@by@leaders@of@Communit, 

Korean,@and@student@organizations@marched@to@the@palace@and@forced@their@way 

through@the@police@cordon@and@into@the@plaza ， Bloodshed@ensued@as@police 

attacked@the@crowd@with@batons,@tear@gas,@and@pistols ， A@muniCpal@employee 

and@student@were@killed,@22@demonstrators@struck@by@bullets,@and@a@tot8@   of@2300 

people@(1500@demonstrators@and@800@police)@i Ⅰ     ured@in@the@melee ・ " 

Taking@place@a@mere@three@days@after@the@occupation's@end.@Bloody 

May@Day@became@the@most@prominent@incident@involving@the@Communist@Party's 

military@tactics@of@the@early@1950s ・ However@as@members@of@the@Communist@mi- 

itary@organization@that@fomented@the@confrontation@with@the@police@were@sworn 

to@secrecy,@much@remains@unknown@about@the@incident ・ Drawing@from@narratives 

of@the@Bloody@May@Day@incident@from@available@sources,@this@paper@will@start@to 

piece@together@the@diverse@ways@in@which@people@experienced@the@event   

A ど la 尭づ S ん Ⅰれ ろ u れ 

MainstreamnewspapersliketheAs 窃わ i S わ Ⅰ れみ はれ provlded slmllar 

accounts@of@the@event ・ The@May@ 1@evening@edi Ⅰ     on@of@the@Asahi@is@almost@com- 

pletely@devoted@to@reporting@the@May@Day@celebrations ， The@first@page@describes 

a@peaceful@and@festive@atmosphere@with@participants@Snging@workers'@songs, 

venders@selling@the@previously@outlawed@Communist@newspaper@Akahata,@others 

selling@ice@cream@and@soda ・ Like@most@participants,@the@Asahi@reporters@did@not 

foresee@the@first@post-independence@May@Day@turning@bloody   

It@is@not@until@the@ second@page@that@we@get@any@description@of@the 

bloody@clash@between@demonstrators@and@police ， The@paper@reports@that@illegal 

demonstrators@who@marched@to@the@imperial@palace@plaza@without@the@necessary 

notice@to@public@authorities,@more@than@five@hundred@of@them@armed@with@base- 
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ball｜ats ， bamboo《pears ， and｝achinko｜alls ， were》o｜lame’or》he｜loodshed   

They@clashed@violently@with@police@who@tri   d@to@stop@the@illegal@demonstrati   n, 

broke@through@the@po Ⅰ     ce@cordon@and@"avalanched@into"@the@imperi8@   palace 

plaza ・ The@Marunouchi@police@issued@an@order@for@the@demonstrators@to@disperse   

However@as@this@order@was@ignored,@the@po Ⅰ     ce@" Ⅰ     n8ly"@resorted@to@tear@gas@and 

chaos@ensued ・ In@the@course@of@the@subsequent@clash,@police@sergeant@Uehara@was 

critically@injured@when@demonstrators@assaulted@him@in@the@Marunouchi@police 

statio Ⅰ     police@lieutenant@ogo@sust3ned@an@i Ⅱ     ury@to@the@face@when@a@rock@struck 

him『Hle（n》he、kasaka｝olice｜ox ・ "' 

The@following@day ・ s@morning@headli   e@read@that@"A@group@among@the 

demonstrators@turn@into@rioters"@and@featured@statements@by@police@authorities   

The@Superintendent@General@explained@that@the@bloodshed@occurred@because 

"Zengakuren,@ Koreans,@and@day@laborers@among@others ， ， ， trespassed@into@the 

imperial@palace@plaza ・ The@police@decided@not@to@stop@this@trespassing@out@of 

consideration@for@the@safety@of@general@passers-by ， We@intended@to@disperse 

them｜y’orce‖fter［aking》hem‘nter ・ I‖bsolutely‥id］ot（ntend》he｛fficers 

to@shoot ・ The@shoo Ⅰ     ng@was@an@unplanned@measure@taken@because@officers'@lives 

were（n‥anger ・ " 
  

The@front@page@editorial@of@the@same@day@denounced@the@demonstrators' 

for@their@"extremCy@regrettable@violent@behavior ， "@The@writer ・ s@hope@that@the 

first@post-independence@May@Day@be@held@with@"dignity@and@restraint@befitting 

an@independent@na Ⅰ     on"@was@dashed@by@a@small@group@of@agitators@whose@violent 

behavior@"smeared@disgrace@on@the@honor@of@the@Japanese@nation"@ and@cast@a 

shadow@on@the@freedom@of@political@activity@by@necessitating@stricter@political 

controls ・ Fear@of@violent@extreme@lefti   t@elements@was@reinforced@by@a@small 

front@page@article@that@reported@that@"a@mysterious@ra Ⅰ     o@broadcast"@spreadng 

Communist@propaganda@began@on@the@night@of@May@1.i   

Writing（n》he）ourn3   Sekai,》he‖uthorゞmezaki？aruo｝rovided｛ne 
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of@the@numerous@counter-narratives@to@mainstream@newspapers'@unambiguous 

denunciation@of@the@demonstrators ． Umezaki@describes@how@he@saw@about@300 

fierce-looking@armored@policemen@waiting@at@the@imperial@palace@plaza@when@the 

first@demonstration@arrived@there ， For@some@reason,@they@opened@a@path@into@the 

plaza@and@let@the@demonstrators@flow@rapidly@into@the@plaza ・ Umezaki,@together 

wih@many@other@"normal"@bystanders@who@were@not@participati   g@in@the@demon- 

stration@march,@gathered@around@an@area@outSde@the@fence@by@the@plaza ・ An@old 

man@pointed@his@finger@and@yelled@that@the@police@were@coming@but@the@demon- 

strators@inside@the@plaza@did@not@seem@to@pay@attention ， They@seemed@to@have 

relaxed@after@entering@the@forbidden@area ， He@wTtes     

And@then,@the@policemen@who@ran@along@the@right@side@of@the 

demonstrators@ raised@ their@ batons@ and@ rushed@ the@ crowd@ at@ an 

angle ・ I…annot’orget》he《ight｛f》hat［oment ・ The”eavily 

armed@policemen@dared@to@attack@the@almost@totally@unresisting 

demonstrators (there『ere［any］ormal…itizens‖mong》hem) 

with@an@outrageously@violent@intensity ， In@the@blink@of@an@eye, 

there『ere［any［en‖nd『omen｜loodied｜y｜aton｜lows》o》he 

head@rolling@around@here@and@there ， The@baton@blows@continued, 

next@targeting@the@midsections@of@those@who@were@on@the@ground 

clutching@their@heads ， The@police@then@stepped@over@them@and 

chased@the@fleeing@demonstrators   

With@regard@to@the@poli   e@shootings,@Umezaki@writes@that@he@ "didn't 

even@dream"@that@the@shots@he@heard@were@actual@bullets ， "Japanese@shooting@fel- 

low@Japanese@was@something@totally@unbelievable@to@me ・ "@The@use@of@tear@gas 

also@took@him@by@surprise ・ He@first@mistook@the@tear@gas@for@smoke@bombs@used 

to@warn@the@crowd ， When@he@began@to@feel@the@effects@of@the@tear@gas,@he@was 

startled@and@ran@for@his@life,@eventually@escaping@the@smoke@and@the@police ・ 

Others@ were@less@fortunate ・ Bloodied@and@groaning@men@and@women 
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lay@on@the@grass@surrounding@the@imperial@palace ， In@several@places@nurses@start- 

ed@ad@hoc@field@hospitals@to@treat@the@wounded ・ Umezaki@heard@that@police@con- 

fiscated@the@driving@license@of@nurses@trying@to@transport@the@iHured@to@hospitals   

"What‖n「nreasonable》hing》o‥o,"”e’umes ・ Seeing《uch・ 

of@the@po Ⅰ     ce,@the@bystanders@began@to@Sde@w*h@the@demonstrators ・ When@some 

demonstrators｛verturned‖nd〕it’ires》o、merican…ars｝arked］earby,》he｛n- 

looking@crowd@tended@to@protect@the@culprits@from@the@police@pursuit@ 

Although《uch‖ccounts（n｝rogressive）ournals‖nd《tudent］ewspa- 

pers@ offered@many@counter-narra Ⅰ     ves@cri Ⅰ     cal@of@brutal@police@ actions-whose 

details『ould‘ventually…ome》o〕ight（n》he…ourse｛f》he》wenty【ear》rial》hat 

ensued-people@relying@on@m3nstream@media@like@the@Asahi@Shinbun@for@news 

got‖n｛minous‖nd‘ntirely］ega Ⅰ     ve」iew｛f》he（llegal｀ay．ay‥emonstra- 

tors@as@violent@and@dangerous@elements   

The゛apanese，ommunist‾arty's・ 

TheJapanese CommunlstParty.s underground newspaperHeiw ノ窃ア 。 

み 0 ん un ヱ tsu れ o t ク灼 8 %1 ("ForPeace andIndependence") agreed wlththemaln- 

stream newspapers that the May Day incident was the result of‖ highly 

planned@"miiary@operation"@carFed@out@by@Communit@troops ， But@the@newspa- 

per…onSdered》he operation a［iliary and｝olitical vi   tory that『on the 

nationalistic@ support@of@the@masses@by@ exposing@ the@ violent@ and@repressive 

nature｛f》he》raitorous〆oshida“overnment ， 

It@describes@how@the@operation@was@supported@by@"tens@of@thousands@of 

citizen-masses ・ " The "enemy" (police) tried》o（solate》he》roops of・ 

youths"@from@the@masses@by@trapping@and@capturing@them@in@the@plaza,@but@their 

conspiracy’ailed‖s》he［asses…ame》o《ide『ith》he【ouths ， The［asses《ur- 

rounded@the@police@and@cursed@them@as@ "traitors ・ "@ The@troops@ and@the@masses 

became@one@as@they@gathered@around@and@cheered@the@mounting@of@the@red@flag 
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on@the@imperial@double@bridge ， After@a@while@the@"enemy"@attacked@with@pistols 

and@tear@gas,@whie@"our@side"@retaliated@w*h@rocks,@sticks,@and@tear@gas@canis- 

ters ， With@the@support@of@the@masses ， the@troops@adrotly@directed@the@fighti   g@by 

giving@directions@for@strategic@maneuvers ， @ 

Some@Communist@Party@members@had@serious@objections@to@the@party   

leadership's@exuberant@assessment@of@the@incident ・ Masuyama@Taro@was@a@mem- 

ber@of@the@ Communist@Party ， s@ Tokyo@ bureau@ who@ opposed@the@party ・ s@ turn 
l 

toward@militarist@tactics@during@the@ 1950s ・ He@descFbes@how,@as@independence 

was@restored@on@April@28.@the@party's@Tokyo@bureau@members@repeatedly@debated 

strategy@for@the@May@Day@celebrations ， Many@rank@and@file@workers@were@angry 

at@the@government's@high-handed@refusal@to@open@the@imperial@palace@plaza@for 

the@celebrations ・ Anger@against@what@was@perceived@to@be@American@aggresSon 

in@Korea@was@also@intense,@especially@among@the@Korean@workers ・ 

The@bureau@leaders@ debated@whether@or@not@the@ "people's@plaza,"@ the 

symbolically@important@site@for@people's@revolt@against@authority@during@the 

occupation@that@MacArthur@had@denied@demonstrators@since@the@outbreak@of@the 

Korean@War,@ sho Ⅱ   d@be@ "recaptured@by@force ・ "@ Some@members,@i   clu4ng@the 

bureau@captain,@argued@that@the@end@of@the@occupation@provided@an@ideal@oppor- 

tunity@to@do@thi   ， Others,@including@Masuyama,@ were@opposed ， Hoping@that@a 

successful@Sohyo-led@May@Day@would@strengthen@the@left@faction@in@the@union, 

Masuyama@argued@that@they@should@respect@the@union's@leadership@in@the@celebra- 

tions ， 

The@conclusion,@after@an@all-day@meeting@on@the@day@before@May@Day, 

was@to@forego@entering@the@people's@plaza ・ The@demonstrators@would@shout@slo- 

gans@protesting@the@government's@uHust@prohibition@of@the@plaza's@use@as@they 

passed@the@forbidden@grounds ・ Student@and@worker@organizations@ desiring@the 

"recapture"@of@the@plaza@were@to@be@kept@away@from@the@front@of@the@demonstra- 

tion@by@worker@organizations@under@the@bureau's@control   
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Remaining@underground@to@avoid@capture@by@po Ⅰ     ce,@Masuyama@could 

not｝artiCpate（n》hat【ear's｀ay．ay…elebrations ， To［ake「p’or》he‥isap- 

pointment,@he@wrote@his@long-separated@wife@and@daughter@and@arranged@to@cele- 

brate》hat］ight『ith‖｀ay．ay‥inner ・ In》he〕etter, he『rote, "It”as been 

decided@not@to@enter@the@people ・ s@plaza ・ Please@march@proudly@in@the@front@for 

me ， "？owever”e’ound｛ut》o”is《hock‖nd‥ismay》hat》he［ilitary｛perati   n 

was…arried｛ut‥espie》he｜ureau's‥ecision ・ He”urried》o〉endezvous『ith”is 

wife‖nd‥aughter》hat］ight ， finding”is『ife『ith‖”ead（ Ⅱ     ury ， his‥aughter 

with@a@bruised@hip@and@trembling@with@fear ， @' 

Masuyama『as］ot》he｛nly，ommunist〕eader》o｜e〔ept（n》he‥ark 

about@the@May@Day@mi Ⅰ     tary@operation ， Takizawa@Rinzo,@ a@senior@at@Waseda 

University,『as…hosen》o｜e》he《ub-leader｛f”is《chool's｀ay．ay［arch ・ He 

recalls@that@nothing@specific@was@decided@in@advance@about@what@the@marchers 

would‥o｛nce》hey〉eached》he（mperial｝alace｝laza ・ 

As@ the@Waseda@demonstrators@ marched@toward@the@imperial@palace's 

Babasaki“ate ， Sato ， the〕eader｛f》he仝aseda“roup ， directed》he｜ack｝ortion 

of》he［archers》oward》he！waida“ate『ithout（nformingゝakizawa ， Although 

he@repeatedly@sent@messengers@to@try@to@contact@the@leader,@Takizawa@could@not 

gain‖ny（nformation‖bout『hat”e‖nd”is“roup｛f仝aseda《tudents《hould 

do@once@in@the@plaza ・ "I@don't@know@who@was@giving@what@kind@of@directions@to 

Sato," he writes, "but what”e did was nothing less than a wanton act》hat 

ignored@the@basic@prinCples@of@group@action ，・ ， " 

As》he仝aseda‥emonstrators〉elaxed（n》he｝laza,》he｝olice《uddenly 

attacked ・ Some@demonstrators@retaliated@with@stones@and@placards@but@they@were 

no［atch’or》he‥etermi   ed〉ush｛f》he｝olice ， Many‥emonstrators’led‖fter 

this@surprise@attack@but@some@strong-willed@demonstrators@returned@and@gathered 

around》he｝laza ， Seeing》o”@   surprise》hat》here『as no〕eader｝repared》o 

lead@the@group ， Takizawa@decided@to@take@charge ・ He@called@on@the@demonstra- 
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tors@to@gather@in@order@to@perform@the@ending@ceremony@for@the@demonstration   

Some@gathere4@     others@refused@and@threw@stones@at@the@police   

As@Takizawa@tried@to@lead@the@crowd,@two@messengers@arrived@one@after 

another@to@inform@him@that@"the@southern@demonstration@force@has@arrived@at@the 

Iwaida@gate,"@then@that@"the@southern@demonstration@force@has@breached@the 

Iwaida@gate@police@line@and@is@headed@this@way ， "@Takizawa@presumes@in@retro- 

spect@that@these@men@were@Communist@activists@"in"@on@the@planned@military 
operation@whose@job@it@was@to@run@around@conveying@messages@to@leaders@in@the 
plaza ・ 

Even‖fter》he‥emonstrators advancing through》he！waida“ate 

arUved@in@the@plaza,@no@leader@emerged ・ Some@demonstrators@threw@stones@at@the 

police@and@some@charged@the@police@with@poles,@but@most,@Takizawa@included, 
simply@stood@by@idly ・ As@they@did@so ， thousands@of@demonstrators@fell@victim@to 

the@second@police@offenSve ・ @" 

Many@activists@like@Masuyama@and@Takizawa@grew@disillusioned@with 

the@Communist@Party@leadership@during@its@military@interlude@of@the@early@1950s ， 

The@disillusionment@would@become@even@more@widespread@after@the@party@lead- 

ership@cavalierly@abandoned@its@military@tactics@in@the@Sixth@Party@Congress@of 
1955.@The@Communist@Party's@problems@were@not@confined@to@internal@divisions   

While@many@"normal"@demonstrators@and@onlookers@were@antagonized@by@the 
police's@violent@tactics,@many@more@people@made@the@easy@association@between 

the@Communist@Party@and@violence ・ As@an@author@of@the@Anti-Subversive@Act 

predicted,@the@bloodshed@quite@possibly@became@"a@source@of@advantage"@for 
pushing@through@the@controversial@law ・ '" 

Zengakuren@and@the@Masses 
By@the@time@of@the@Bloody@May@Day@incident ， the@outbreak@of@the 

Korean@War@and@the@intensiEcation@of@the@reverse@course@had@the@Japanese 
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Communist‾arty’igh Ⅰ     ng‖‥efensive《trugg Ⅰ   ， Its（n Ⅱ uence（n》he〕abor‖nd 

agricultural@ movements@ had@ waned@ and@the@ student@movement,@ led@by 

Zengakuren@ (National@Federation@of@Student@Self-governing@Associa Ⅰ     ons Ⅰ   

became@its@last@basti   n ， Students@woMd@thus@play@a@central@role@in@carrying@out 

the@Communit@Party's@miiary@operations@of@the@early@1950s   

On》he‥ay（ndependence『as’orm8ly〉egained ， Zengakuren《tudents 

conducted@a@ritual@wake@for@Japan's@independence ・ Igno Ⅱ     ng@the@prohibiion@of 

the［arch｜y《chool‖uthorities,《tudents｛fゝokyoゞniversity｝araded‖round 

the@Hongo@campus@carrying@the@national@flag@with@mourning@crepe,@forced@open 

the@main@gate@and@welcomed@in@a@group@of@students@from@Waseda@and@other@uni- 

versities@of@the@Tokyo@area ・ The@flyer@ditFbuted@at@the@r3ly@read     

We@respectfu Ⅰ   y@mourn@the@loss@of@Japan's@independence!@With@the 

traitorous treaties and administrative agreement, Japan has 

become@a@colony ・ The@Japanese@people@sh3l@never@be@able@to@for- 

get》h@   day》he・ ， The〕ives｛f｝eople‖re‥ark ， and［any 

women@we@love@have@fallen@to@become@jeep@girls ， All@people@are 

resolved@never@to@forget@this@day@the@28th,@the@day@of@humiliation, 

the@day@of@darkness ・ We@shall@fight ・ We@believe@that@the@nation's 

students@ will@fight@for@peace@i   stead@of@becomi   g@slaves@ and 

scream・ ， We｜elieve》hat》he‥ay｛f｛ur」icto- 

ry@is@near ， People@of@the@nation ・ Cmsh@the@Anti-Subversive@Act@of 

war‖nd《ubservience! Protect…ampus《e Ⅰ   -governance‖nd‖ca- 

dem@   freedom! x 

While@some@students@shared@such@emotions@of@i Ⅱ     ured@mascu Ⅰ     ne@pride, 

mournful@ resolu Ⅰ     on,@ and@ nationalistic@ outrage,@ a@central@ dilemma@for 

Zengakuren@leaders@was@their@inability@to@construct@a@mass@base@for@their@move- 

ment ， The@Zengakuren@pamphlet's@prediction@of@an@early@"vi   tory"@rings@desper- 

ate@and@beleaguered@such@a@context   
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According@to@the@sociologist@Yamamoto@Akira,@a@leftist@student@activist 

during@the@early@1950s,@he@and@fellow@activits@of@the@time@held@a@fat8itic@atti   

tude@regarding@their@ability@to@communicate@with@the@masses ， Student@activists 

like@Yamamoto@participated@in@demonstrations@with@the@vague@hope@that@fight- 

ing@courageously@with@their@own@bodies@would@win@over@sympathizers ・ Two 

scenes@that@Yamamoto@recalls@convey@the@mindset@of@student@activists@during 

this@period   

The’irst…oncerned》he（llegal、nti-Colonial．ay‥emonstration（n 

  

  

which〆amamoto｝artiCpated（n：ebruary・ 

demonstrators@ marched@ with@ locked@ arms@ singing@ the@ "Communi   t 

Marseillaise"》oward》he“roup｛f｝olice》hat‖waited》hem‖t‖〕arge（ntersec- 

tion ， he@saw@people@standing@on@the@side@of@the@road@with@perplexed@expressions   

Since@the@students@did@not@hold@placards@or@distribute@leaflets,@the@onlookers@had 

no@way@of@knowing@what@the@demonstration@was@about@except@through@what 

they@would@later@read@in@m8nstream@newspapers ・ The@demonstration@that@day 

was…mshed｜y》he｝olice ・ The］ext‥ay's］ewspapers〉eported（n《mall”ead- 

l*   es@the@Anti-coloni   l@Day@demonstrations@held@throughout@the@country ， But 

there@was@not@one@word@about@the@demonstration@that@Yamamoto@participated@in   

Reflecting@on@this@tenuous@and@roundabout@process,@Yamamoto@wondered@why 
politics…ould］ot｜e‥one（n‖［ore・ ・ 

Yamamoto's@second@recollecton@is@his@experience@watching@a@proletar- 

ian［ovie（n 1953 with students and『orkers ． As the workers in》he［ovie 

finally@rose@up@in@the@climactic@scene,@the@revolutionary@song@"The@Song@of 

National@Independence@Troops"@rose@to@a@crescendo@throughout@the@theater   

Protect@the@freedom@of@the@nation 

Rise@up@workers@of@the@fatherland 

Protect》he｝rosperous〉evolutionary》radition 

Against@bloodshed ， with@righteous@bloodshed@expel 
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Enemies｛f》he］a Ⅰ     on,‥ogs》hat《ell》he…ountry 

Advance@advance,@wih@ Ⅰ     ght@so Ⅰ     darity 

Na Ⅰ     onal@independence@troops,@forward@forward@advance 

This@song@could@not@be@sung@in@dormitories@or@in@streetS@     @@   could@only@be@sung@in 

the@student@government@rooms ・ Hearing@th@@   revolu Ⅰ     onary@song@being@played 

proud Ⅰ   in@ the@ theater,@ Yamamoto@burst@into@ tears@ with@the@ men@ and@women 

around@him ， Soon,@the@audi   nce@started@to@Sng@the@song@in@unison ， Yamamoto 

remembers》h@   moment‖s a「nique‘xpeTence『here "hundreds｛f」iewers 

became@one@and@sang@as@they@wept ・ "@x1 

Yamamoto's@recollections@ suggest@that@Communist@ac Ⅰ     vi   ts@ of@the 

early@ 1950s@did@not@hold@realistic@hopes@of@their@struggle@eventually@gaining@a 

mass｜ase,｜ut『ere〉ather‥riven｜y‖《hared｝ride（n［arginality‖nd‖《ense 

of@fatalistic@duty-an@outlook@that@many@Communist@troops@who@carri   d@out@the 

"military｛peration"（n》he（mperi8   palace｝laza｝robably”eld ， 

The@May@Day@celebration@provided@these@Communist@troops@with@the 

opportunity@to@i   volve@an@unprecedented@number@of@people@into@their@"struggle ， " 

People@who@shunned@i Ⅰ   egal@demonstrations@under@normal@circumstances@found 

themselves@side@by@side@with@troops@eager@to@shed@blood@in@their@military@opera- 

tion@against@the@poli   e   

The@writer@Sawachi@Hisae,@a@twenty@year@old@Waseda@UniverSty@stu- 

dent@working@at@a@publihing@company,@was@one@such@participant ， Writing@forty 

seven@years@after@the@event,@she@rec8   Ⅰ   how@she@partiCpated@in@the@May@Day 

demonstrations@as@one@of@the@ "masses"     

May@Day@was@a@festive@time ， We@didn't@have@to@go@to@work@that 

day ・・ ， !『as‖］onpoli《tudent…onditioned》o’ear》he・ ， "｜ut！ 

naturally@took@part@in@May@Day@as@part@of@the@Publisher ・ s@Labor 

Union［archers   

The『eather『as’ine》hat‥ay ・ I『as『alking‖long…asually 
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after‘ating［y｜ox〕unch『hen！［et‖“roup｛f［archers’rom 

Waseda ， A@classmate@said@to@me,@"Sawachi-san,@come@over@here ・ " 

So@I@parted@with@my@colleagues@and@joined@the@Waseda@group ， 

The@group@snaked@danced@and@sang@as@they@marched@toward@the@police@head- 

quarters ， They@grew@more@spirited@as@they@chanted@slogans@toward@the@building   

  'I@think@I@was@embarrassed@and@remained@silent,"@she@recalls ， 

We@passed@Sakuradamon@and@entered@the@plaza@with@lots@of 

pine@trees,@the@group@gradually@dissolved ・ "Ah,@I'm@tired,"@every- 

one@was@thinking ， and@we@sat@down@on@the@grass ・ I@thought@the 

demonstration@would@end@in@the@plaza ・ I@didn't@know@the@place@was 

off- Ⅰ     mits ・ 

As@we@sat@there@relaxing,@a@battle@cry@arose ・ People@came@rush- 

i   g》owards「s ・ I『ondered『hat『as“oing｛n｜ut（nstincti   ely 

started@running@away ・ I@exited@the@plaza@from@Babasaki@gate@and 

headed》oward》he｀arunouchi‥istrict ， I‥id］ot〔now『hat『as 

happeni   g@but@it@was@strange ・ 

I@ran@out@of@breath@and@stopped@beside@the@first@bui6ng I 

saw ・ ， ， 

Men@ and@women@from@the@demonstration@were@running@for 

their@lives ， One@man@fell@right@in@front@of@m0 ， The@chasing@police- 

man@with@the@steel@helmet@closed@in@brandishing@his@club@with@a 

veritably@battle-like@awfulness   

The@man@on@the@ground@was@defenseless ・ As@the@club@swung 

down,@his@skull@went@"paka"@and@split@open@like@a@watermelon ， 

The@man@crouched@down@ and@fresh@blood@flowed@forth@like@a 

waterfall ． The@men@with@the@clubs@ran@by@without@a@care,@and@there 

was@a@respite   

Fearing@the@man@would@die@without@medical@attention,@I@led 
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him@to@a@clinic@in@Yurakucho ， I@gave@him@all@the@money@I@had@on 

me@except@what@I@needed@for@the@transporta Ⅰ     on@home,@even@though 

I@thought@that@the@small@amount@I@gave@would@not@be@enough@for 

the@bill         

Sawachi@returned@to@Waseda@that@day@to@attend@classes ・ There@were 

many｜loodied《tudents‖nd》he‖tmosphere『as《eething『ith’ear‖nd‖nger ・ 

She@treated@some@ijured@students@that@day@and@went@to@work@the@next@day@"as@i   

nothing”ad”appened ・ " 

Sure,@there@might@have@been@agiation@from@leftist@elements ・ But 

there@were@many@people@who@casually@entered@the@imperial@p8ace 

plaza@without@thinking@of@the@place@being@off-limits ， and@who@were 

caught@completely@off@guard@by@the@sudden@battle@cry ， That ， s@what 

it's〕ike》o｜e『itness》o”istory ， x" 

The@writer's@dispassionate@description@of@the@police's@brutal@tactics@and 

the@angry@atmosphere@at@Waseda@fo Ⅰ   owing@the@bloodshed@complicates 

Umezaki's@description@of@"normal"@peop Ⅰ   Sding@with@the@demonstrators@against 

the@police@as@a@result@of@the@latter's@i   dicrimi   ate@brutality ， Physial@proximity 

on@the@battlefield@4d@nothing@to@bridge@the@emotional@gap@between@the 

Communist@troops@and@this@member@of@the@"masses ， " 

Conclusion 

Bloody@May@Day@brought@home@to@participants@the@visceral@experience 

of@war-like@combat ・ Communist@troops@clashing@with@the@police@in@the@plaza 

inCuded@men@with@wartime@military@training ， Once@the@brawl@started,@they 

clashed@wih@police@using@their@martial@skills@acquired@in@the@military ， Long 

sticks@became@bayonets@and@short@sticks@daggers@as@they@charged@the@police 

shouting@battle@cries ， xiii 

Student｀ay．ay｝articipants｜elonged》o‖【ounger“eneration》hat 

一 109 一 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

  

  

 
 

  
  

y
 

 
 

 
 

2
 

 
 

2
 

c
h
i
 

 
 

 
 

J
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

b
e
 

K
e
  
 

e
m
 

 
 

9
 

 
 

 
 

c
h
 

1
4
 

 
 

Z
 れ
 

a
 

N
o
 

y
 

6
 

 
 

0
 

 
 

 
 

n
,
 

 
 

1
4
 

M
 

O
 

p
 

O
 
t
 

2
 

d
 Ⅳ
 

（
 
O
 

2
 

 
 

5
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

9
 

1
 

n
z
 

1
 

 
 

9
 
 
●
 
1
 

1
 

 
 

p
 

1
h
 

h
I
f
t
 

R
 

t
 

，
 a
 

n
,
 
 
 

9
 
s
 

a
 

 
 

m
m
 

 
 

2
A
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

t
 

 
 

 
 

a
w
 

 
 

 
 

d
 

 
 

Ⅰ
 
り
 ・
 
1
 

E
 

e
h
 

g
 

n
C
 

 
 

ぬ
 e
 

T
a
k
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

h
 

e
n
 

o
m
 

 
 

g
1
 

 
 

s
d
a
 

丘
 

d
 

コ
鼓
 
w
e
 

 
 

 
 

妨
 D
 

U
e
 

U
 Ⅰ
 

2
 
a
 

n
c
 

1
 
g
 

S
 

w
K
 

瓦
 ・
・
 
m
 

S
.
t
,
 

レ
 

d
e
 
 
 

2
 
c
 

 
 

 
 

O
 

y
 

"
 侠
ぬ
 
d
 

Ⅱ
 胤
 

p
 

 
 

 
 

S
 

 
 

r
e
 は
 O
 

 
 
 
 

C
O
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Ⅱ
 
ひ
 

 
 

目
曲
 

 
 

t
 

 
 

e
e
 

C
 Ⅱ
 
C
S
 

U
O
 、
 
だ
 b
 
e
 

e
e
 

 
 

Ⅰ
Ⅰ
 
2
 
.
l
 

Ⅰ
 

 
 

J
 

1
 

 
 

  一 1 Ⅰ 0 一 



1 ， 1986 ， p ， 81 

ix@Cited@in@Asahi@gurafu ， May@21 ， 1952 ， p ・ 23 

xToo 巨 o ん iSakugakuseis わ Ⅰ れもはれ ， May  l,1952,p.l 

XiYamamotoAkifa,J ピ ㎎ 0 揮 Zo ぬ fs ん i,p.157-162 

xii@Sawachi@Hisae ， "SawacH@     Hiae@no@mita@"Ryuketsu@no@mede""@Bungei 

S 脇町 ぬ (June  l999) 

xluAsa 肋 Gura が M,May2l,1952,p.7 

Xiv  To ゆ 0 ん牡机 Mga ㎞ sgis 仮 れみ Mn,May  8,1952,p.2 

一 111 一 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  


