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Habitats and floristic composition of the alder swamp forest in the Takada plain and its
vicinity, central Japan. Yoshio Maruyama, Hiroshi Matsui, and Ken'ichi Senuma (The Niigata
prefectural ecological society; Higashishirocho 1-16-4, Jyoetsu, Niigata 943-0836 ). Papers
in Commemoration of Pruf. Dr. Shigetoshi Okuda's Retirement:Studies on the Vegetation of
Alluvial Plains, 9-16, 2001.

In the Takada plain and its vicinity located in the southwestern part of Niigata
prefecture, there exist comparatively many swamp forests composed of Japanese alder (Alnus
Japonica) in spite of the scarceness of such forests on the central Honshu Island. A survey
of the habitats and floristic composition of the swamp forest was carried out using the
Braun-Blanquet approach because the vegetation that occurs in this area has been
insufficiently studied. The results showed four plant communities corresponding to the
difference of floristic composition and detailed topography. The Phalaris arundinacea-Alnus
Japonica community, Carex dispalata-Alnus japonica community, and Viburnum sieboldii
var. obovatifolium-Alnus japonica community, distributed in low elevations to below 140
meters above sea level in the Takada plain, occur on diluvial upland or alluvial plains such
as sand dunes, natural levees, former river courses, and lagoons. As determined by floristic
composition, these plant communities belong to the Ligustro obtusifolium-Alnion japonicae
alliance, whereas Alno-Fraxinetum mandshuricae is distributed in high elevations from 700
to 900 meters above sea level, occurs on gentle slopes of mountain flanks or wetlands in
the Myoko and Madarao Volcanos, and belongs to the Carici-Alnion alliance.

Key words:Braun-Blanquet approach, Japanese alder, Myoko and Madarao Volcano, Swamp
forest, Takada plain.
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Fig. 1. Map of the Jyoetsu district, Niigata
Prefecture, showing investigated locations
of the alder swamp forest. Location
numbers are the same as in Table 1.

Table 1. Investigated stands of the alder swamp forest.

Loc. Location Surface geology Comm.
no. type

1 Nishigakubo, Jyocetsu Sand dune deposits (Holocene)

2 Mitsuhashi, Jyocetsu Alluvial terrace (Holocene)

3  Nakada-shinden, Jyoetsu Alluvial terrace (Holocene)

4  Shinbo-koshinden, Jycetsu Alluvial terrace (Holocene)

5  Unoike, Oogata Alluvial deposits (Holocene)

6  Hyakenmachi, Kubiki Alluvial deposits (Holocene)

7  Shimada, Kubiki Alluvial deposits (Holocene)

8  Kakino, Kubiki Alluvial deposits (Holocene)

9 Kita-Fukuzakishinden, Kubiki  Alluvial deposits (Holocene)

10  Fukuzakishinden, Kubiki
11 Yachiike, Ukijima, Sanwa
12 Kitashiro, Sanwa

18 Yamamoto, Uragawara
14 Numa, Myoko

Alluvial deposits (Holocene)

Alluvial terrace (Holocene)

Middle terrace deposits (Pleistocene)
Middle terrace deposits (Pleistocene)
Alluvial deposits (Holocene)

15 Ikenotaira, Myokokogen Mud flow deposits (Pleistocene)

16 Ikenotaira, Myokokogen Mud flow deposits (Pleistocene)
Numbers of community types are shown in Table 2
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Fig. 2. An alder swamp forest on natural levee.
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Table 2. Association table of the Japanese alder forests.

Alliance number [ | | [ |

Community number L] 2 [ 3 4 |
Column number 1 2 3 4 S 4 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 8 19 20
Location number 1 6 4 é 11 12 5 5 13 2 9 3 8 7 3 4 10 14 15 16
Altitude  {m) 5 5 7 5 30 135 4 4 95 5 5 7 5 4 7 200 20 840 830 730
Releve size {m) 400 400 100 400 100 900 400 100 400 300 400 300 300 400 400 225 300 400 400 400
Exposure ' - - - - - - - - w - - - - - - N7OW - - S75E S30E
Slope (°) - . . . . - . -3 - - . - - R T . 5 2
Height of tree layer {m) 15 18 - 15 1520 12 18 8 20 18 18 18 20 16 20 .20 15 14 15
Cover degree of free layer {%) 80 100 - 20 80 80 40 70 80 80 80 920 70 %0 90 90 95 50 90 70
Height of sub-tree layer {m) 9 9 - 10 8 6 6 é 7 8 8 8 - 7 9 10 10 4 7 5
Cover degree of sub-tree layer (%} 20 30 - 5 10 30 20 20 40 10 40 30 - 30 200 50 20 10 10 30
Height of shrub layer [m) 2 2 8 3 2 3 3 3 2 1.5 2 2.5 3 2 3 3 2.5 2 2 2
Cover degree of shrub layer (%) 40 460 %0 15 10 70 30 70 50 40 50 60 60 70 80 40 30 10 5 70
Height of herb layer {m} 1 0.6 2 1 15 08 12 08 i 08 046 07 1.2 1 05 03 08 13 17 08
Cover degree of herb layer (%) ® 9 100 90 100 80 70 95 80 80 100 40 70 8 90 40 50 100 100 80 40
Total number of species 17 18 16 15 17 23 34 40 44 41 39 41 30 32 38 33 37 13 27 45
Differential species of community (2)
Carex dispalata jiza H . 55 +2 55 12 22 43 . . +2 - . . . . . . .
Phragmites australis EVS S HoO . 4:4 B 12 222 33 12 . . . . . . . . . 5-5
Differential species of under-community
llex crenata vor. paludoso MARYY N +2 33 1-2 . 2:2 -1
H 1.2 - . +2 12 .
Thelypteris joponica B 2758 H 2:2 +:2 1-2 1.2
Athyrium deltoidofrons LIS H +2 12 12 12 12
Lycopus maackionus [R3773 H . 3-3 . 23 1.2
Viburnum opulus var. calvescens Ay N . +-2 - - - 2-2 . - - .
Arachniodes standishii Yanuy H +42 . 2 12 12 12 #2222 +2 11 12 4-4
Achyranthes bidentata var. joponica LAY /3% F H . . 1-2 1.2 1.2 -2 12 12 o+ 1 .
Stegnogramma pozoi ssp. mollissima IV H . + . 1:2 . + 12 +2 4.2 . +2 102
Sanicula chinensis IR H . 2 - +:2 +:2 Y A N
Differential species of community {3}
Viola kusanoana ARFUE R3L H . . + . . . . . -2 +:2 1-2 +2 1-2 1-2 +2 +2 1-2
Viburnum sieboldii var. obovatifolium TN T RE 12 . - . . . . 11 . o2 .
N . 33 2:3 22 22 22 23 21 1:2 +2 +
H . . . . +:2 +472 .
Neolitsea sericea vyt 12 . . . - . . . . . - - . . . . +2 -
S . +-2 . . . . . . . . 11 1-1 1.1 . + +2 +
H + ++2 . . . 42 + +
Aucuba japonica var. borealis EATAY SoHo - + . . . . . . -2 - 1:2 22 +2 -2+ 12
Cirsium omplexifolium RN AR 3 H . . . - . . . . 23 +2 12 1.2 33 11+ -
Juglans ailanthifolia AZ0 B3 T . . . . . . . . . + 221 1.1 24 1.1 +2 o+
Disporum sessile AaFess H . . . . #4242 33 12 - 02 42 +:2
Acanthopanax spinosus hgoaca N 23 1:2 33 1-1 . 43
H . +e2 . . 12 . .
Euonymus fortunei var. radicans YA 2,8 - . . . . . . . . + . . 1-2 . 1.1 +:2
H . . . . . . . . . 4 w2 12 . 2.3 -
Lilium cordatum var. glebnii 490 1Y H 1.2+ . -1 1-2 . +2
Hedera rhombea ¥y TS . . 141 . 122 +:2 .
H +2 22 . . . 1.2
Celtis sinensis var, japonica /% T2 . . . . . . - . . . . . . +-2 241 .
S, H + . - . . . 1-1 + . . .
Akebia quinata e N +-2 . 1-2
H + ++2 +:2 . +2 -
Zelkova serrata At T . . 12
. 2
H 12 + + +
Differeniial species of under-community
Angelica pubescens var. matsumurae {. muratae  THEERuUOY H . . . . . . . . . . Sor2e2 112 . + . . +
Antenoron filiforme ek H +2 . +2 . e 2+ .
Dryopteris lacera e H +-2 +-2 - +
Character or differential species of community (1) and alliance (1)
Gynostermma pentaphylium Y R H . +-2 -2 12 1-2 + 120 1-2 + +
Poederia scandens ATTHE 3 H + . 12 1:2 12 . .
Phalaris arundinacea 243y H . . §-2 . . +2 1.2
Oenanthe javanica k&) H + . + .
Character or differential species of association {4} ond aliance (1)
Lysichiton camischatcense AN vy H -2+ 12
Fraxinus mandshurica var. japonica vy T2 +2 11 .
S . 11
Swerlia bimaculata IR 199 H w2
Rhamnus japonica var. japonica 1Y 900N N {+)  + ©22 33
Filipendula kamischatica AVEN H +2 1.2
Ligularia fischeri A9h310 H . + 1-2
Cirsium inundatum 4374 3 H o2 - 12
Dryopteris fokyoensis AT H +2 . 1-2
Character or differential species of order and class
Alnus japonica V723 T 55 55 . 4-4 4-4 54 43 4-3 54 4-4 54 55 44 55 55 4-4 54 33 33 55
12 . . . . 2.1 1 . 1
S 1-2 44 +2 . 11 .
H . . + . +2 . -
Fraxinus japonica Y2 T 42 42 . . +2 . . +2 21 22
2 12 12 +2 12 . 22 222 0+ 2:2 .
S 12 12 +2 +2 02 22 22 - . +
H Y + . . . . . . . . . + . . .
Hosta sieboldii {. lancifolic WF K9 H . +2 - 33 - 33 +2 #2420 120 - 11 . - . 1.2 2-2
Viola verecundao YE A3 H . . . 2 - . . . cow2 . - s2:2 0 +e2
Companions
Morus ausfralis LA iv3 . . - . . . . . . o220 . 1.2 - . . .
N 1-2 . + . . . -1 22 12 12 . 11 33 22 111 +2 12 2:2
H + - . . . . . - . + . . . . + . 12 .
Persicaric thunbergi AN Ho 12 +2 o+ 12 12 3-3 2 120 - 1.2 +2 1-2 +2 +2 - + .
Viburnum plicatum f. glabrum YT F Y S 42 22 1-2 . 112 1.2 33 22 2.3 11 + 2:2 2:2
H . . . . . . . . . 42 .
Sambucus racemosa ssp.  sieboldiana var. major #4271 S, H o+ + 1.2 1-2 +02 + + . 12 +2 + 1-2 141
Ampelopsis glandulosa var. heterophylia TN Ho +2 + 12 +2 + co+2 42 +:2 . +:2
Rosa muittiflora VE( H +2 + 2:2 42 12 + +2 1-2 . .

L, BABEELET 2 v/ ¥ EEAEEEE30 DPEFT L, EABICEIANNYay, $F7HI, F
~A40cm DAKBERTH 5. HERBEREKRBICIZYFS gHhTay, FFoAkrF oy X OEERH O E
E, IRF, FUILI A EILELOEBHICS WV EIER V52T 2 S ZERHEEOBREDLS L.
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Table 2 (continued)

Column number 1 2 3 4 S 6 7 8 9 10 1 12 13 14 15 16 17 i8 19 20
Parthenocissus tricuspidata Vi) n12 - . . . . . . . 1 . . . . . . . +2 - - .
s + . . . . .12 . . . . . . . -,
H +-2 . +-2 +2 +
Houttuynia cordata A H 142 1:2 1.2 22 1:2 . + 22 -
Cornus contfroversa bvaEs T2 . 11 . + . - 1.2 1.2 ©2:2
N . - . + 11 . . +2 22
Euonymus alatus f. ciliafo-dentatus BN N +2 1-1 . 1-1 +2 0+ . .
H . + 1.2+ . .
Prunus grayana PR Y 93 T2 11 . . 141 .
S H + 11 . +2 + +
Smilax riparia var.  ussuriensis yAT H + +02 . +2 42 + 12
Ligustrum tschonoskii Betowd N 11 . + 2 22 . + 1-2
Impatiens textori YUIR H 2:2 0+ . + +-2 +2 42
Polygonatum macranthum AAHha2Y H . +2 o+ 012 + + -2
Oplismenus undulalifolius var. japonicus WY H 2-2 1.2 42 + w2 +-2
Equisetum arvense pe H + + + - - 55 + -
Cynanchum sublanceciatum var, macranthum YO HHERY ) H  +2 12 + + . 2
Magnolia praecocissima var. borealis 937"y 12 . 1-1
S. H + + 1.2 + . +
Ophiopogon japonicus PR Y +2 . 12 12 +2 2:2
Akebia pentaphylia hiErid H . +:2 12 22 - +2 .
Dioscorea tokoro AzV a0 H +2 42 42 +2
Akebia Irifoliata YN Y S, H -2 . +:2 - - + +-2
Geum japonicum ¥ 4109 H . . + 402 4 +2
Euonymus sieboldianus 1% H + . + + . + .
Oplismenus undulatifolius Lisa il H +2 . 12 . 1-2
Bidens frondosa PRYPESY VY Y H + + . . + -
Malus toringo 5 S, H - 1 +
Hlex nipponica S 4-3 . 1-2 . + .
Pilea pumila H +2 . +e2 . +-2 -
Lycopus uniflorus 1Y 0z H +2 - +2 . 1.2
Lonicera japonica Pt N + + + . .
Commelina communis vary H . +2 . + 42
Celastrus orbiculatus IWIRER § S, H +:2 - +-2 IR
Thelypteris palustris 2578 H 1-2 . 1-2 12
Acer mono var. mayrii PhisY N +:2 - + +
Carex aphanolepis D oY H +42 12 12 -
Arisaema peninsulae IrAFUea) H + + +
Polystichum retroso-paleaceum ' 47 H + . . + 12 .
Quercus aliena 135 97 T 12 - . . . - . . - . + . . . + . .
N . +
Corydatis incisa LY H + +2 +-2 . . .
Acer paimatum var, matumurae e N . +2 11
Polystichum tripteron ey vy H . + . +
Osmunda japonica ¥ H +-2 1.2 .
Alangium platanifolivm var.  trilobum N5 718 . 2:2 2-2
Styrax joponicus 174 v +2 . .
N + 12 .
Aralia elata 3% T2 . + .
S . + -2
Goodyera foliosa var. maximowicziana PIN J91R3Y H 2:2 -2 - .
Carex thunbergii TE R H . . 1-2 2-3
Parabenzoin praecox 77 ¥y S, H 12 . . . . . . . . . . . - . +
Prenanthes tanakae ANt H . 22 - . . . . . - . . . . +
Glechoma hederacea var. grandis R Ay H . . . . +2 . . . . + . . . .
Quercus acutissima 735 n +-2 . +e2
Sasa senanensis Vasvini H . 1.2 +2 .
Reynoutria japonica var.  uzensis K Y H . + 1.2 .
Miscanthus sinensis 2% H . . 1-2 . +2
Weigela hortensis Fuo9% s 1.2+ .
Sasa paimata FH Y N 1-2 . +
H 1-2 .
Angelica decursiva M H . - 1-2 +:2
Eurya japonica Eih N 2:3 . + .
Scirpus juncoides A H . + . . +
Galium paradoxum Re/Varl H 1.2 . 1.2 .
Ardisia japonica 7 19 H +-2 + .
Athyrium vidalii 343938 H + . . . . 4 . . . . . . . . . . . . +2

Other companions : column no. 2 :Dryopteris erythrosora N 29§ H-+-2, no. 3: Maliotus joponicus PHE 99 H-+, no. 4:lris pseudacorus 73977 H-+, Ranunculus canloniensis 1494/ 47 H-+, no. §:
Saururus chinensis A/ ¥39 H-++2, no. 6 : Triadenum japonicum X #MY H-1-2, Frangula crenata 49/% 12-1+1, Juncus effusus var. decipiens { H-++2, no. 7 : Humulus joponicus 3thY 5 H-1+2, Rhus
ambigua Y9I H-1-2, Persicaria sieboldii 74/91% Y43 H-++2, Petasites joponicus 7% H-++2, no. 8: Circaea mollis 33 439 H-1-2, Berchemia racemosa 9% S-1-2, Lysimachia clethroides #hh3/4 H-1+2,
Lysimachia fortunei 3343/ H-1-2, Rubus paimatus var. copfophylius T35 4¥T H-1-2, Polystichum longifrons PA7AM4/F H-+:2, Athyrium niponicum {3938 H-+, no. 9: Daphniphylium macropodum var,
humile I/ 1X YA S-1-2, Elotostema umbeliatum var, majus 998 399 H-+-2, Lindera umbeliata ssp. membranacea AN 708 S-+, Wisteria floribunda 79 H-+, Symplocos chinensis var. leucocarpa f.
pilosa ¥775% S-+, no. 10: Carexischnosiachya ¥ 18 35" H-1-2, Festuca parvigluma M Y8 5 H-+-2, Galium spurium vor. echinospermon YIKT 3 H-++2, Lycopus lucidus 31 H-+, Poa sphondylodes {F
T 9H¥ H-+, Euphorbia adenochiora /9y H-+,  Arfemisia indica 3t H-+, Ranunculus japonicus 93/F9) 9 H-+, no. 11:Laportea bulbifera hkhT 4394 H-1+2, Quercus serrata 153 S-+, no. 12: Smilax
nipponica 3547 H-+, no. 14: Acer mono var. glabrum I 491 72-+-2, S-+-2, Circaea erubescens 257 H-+, no. 15: Daphne kamischatica ssp. Jezoensis 32947 H-+-2, Carex flabellata 1¥73UR5 H-
+:2, no, 16:Carexbreviculmis PAR H-++2, Disporum smilacinum #1' 1Y H-+-2, Hovenia duicis T4 $¥T1-+-2, Polygonatum lasianthum $¥3iA11Y H-+, Cryptomeria jaoponica 3F 12-+, Carex stenostachys
var. ikegamiana /s R H-+, no. 17: Prunus jamasakura Y84 43 T1-1-2, Stellaria diversifiora Y9N H-+-2, Lapsana humilis Y7 4¢° 31 H-+, Clerodendrum frichotomum 74§ H-+, no. 18: Pamnassia
foliosa var. japonica AAY3ty ¥9 H-2+2, Menyanthes trifoliata 395 7 H-1-2, Scirpus triangulatus bl U4 H-+, no. 19: Filipendula auriculata 399 Y9799 H-1-2,  Astilbe microphylia 5 74y H-1:-2, Senecio
pieroti Y747 I¥ H-++2, Salix jessoensis YTH¥ Ti-+-2, Cirsium nipponicum $¥7 7§  H-+-2, no. 20: Angelica genuflexa A4\ t7419 H-2-2, Hydrangea paniculata /4995 $-1-1, Heloniopsis orientalis 7399
9N Y H-+-2, Impatiens noli-tangere 474 H-+-2, Galium hifloriforme var.  nipponicum JA347 5 H-++2, Plerocarya rhoifolia 497" 42 T2-+

Aliance number: | . Ligustro obtusifolium - Alnion japonicae, [l. Carici - Alnion

Community number : 1. Phalaris arundinacea-Alnus japonica community, 2. Carex dispaiata-Alnus joponica community, 3. Viburnum sieboldii var. obovafifolium-Alnus joponica community,
4. Alno-fraxinetum mandshuricae

tocation numbers ore shown in Table 1

NV xR FSERED ERELIC OV TR, Y F SV, an¥Roy, PRYaEEREHEL LY

TE, TANYay, FoUEYS, Yo~TERIEEE J ¥ # — & — Alnetalia japonicae Miyawaki et al.

ELTAA AV AT —or 7 ¥EEE Carici - Alnion 1977, # LT~/ %27 5 2 Alnetea japonicae (Asano

Asano etal. 1969KET 2D LEEZ LN B, etal. 1969) Miyawakietal. 19772t b o3,
Eie, ARY 7 F—nv ) XPEHREL A AT AT — 2. UMRRE LT

Ny XFEROEREMIC OV, N F, YRR REHIRD > R, B L T OMEBICE D
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Fig. 3. Distribution of the alder swamp forest
on a two-dimensional scale formed by the
altitude and distance from the nearest
coastline. Community numbers are the
same as those shown in Table 2.
Table 3. Community types and their relations
to topography.
Topography Community type
Meso-scale Detailed scale 1 2 3 4
Sand dune 1
. . Lagoon and pond 2
Alluvial plain Former river course 1 2
Natural levee 5
Diluvial upland Gravel terrace LI S
Mountains Gentle slopes on the mountain flank 2
Wetland 1
Total number of stands 1 4 8 3

Numbers of community types are shown in Table 2
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