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Now the LORD had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy
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kindred, and from thy father's house, unto a land that I will show thee: . . . So Abram

departed
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By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place which he should after re-
ceive for an inheritance, obeyed; and he went out, not knowing whither he went.
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In the name of God, Amen. We whose names are under-writen, the loyall subjects
of our dread soveraigne Lord, King James, by the grace of God, of Great Britaine, Franc,
and Ireland king, defender of the faith, etc., haveing undertaken, for the glorie of God,
and advancemente of the Christian faith, and honour of our king and countrie, a voyage
to plant the first colonie in the Northerne parts of Virginia, doe by these presents
solemnly and mutualy in the presence of God, and one of another, covenant and combine '
our selves togeather into a civill body politick, for our better ordering and preservation
and furtherance of the ends aforesaid; and by vertue hearof to enacte, constitute, and
frame such just and equall lawes, ordinances, acts, constitutions, and offices, from time
to time, as shall be thought most meete and convenient for the generall good of the

- Colonie, unto which we promise all due submission and obedience. In witnes wherof
we have hereunder subscribed our names at Cap-Codd the 11. of November, in the year
of the raigne of our soveraigne lord, King James, of England, France, and Ireland the
eighteenth, and of Scotland the fiftie fourth. An° : Dom. 1620. (Bradford 102)
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Being thus arived in a good harbor and brought safe to land, they fell upon their
knees and blessed the God of heaven, who had brought them over the vast and furious
ocean and delivered them from all the periles and miseries therof, againe to set their

feete on the firme and stable earth, their proper elemente. (Bradford 100)
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But hear I cannot but stay and make a pause, and stand half amased at this poore
peoples presente condition; and so I thinke will the reader too, when he well considers
the same. Being thus passed the vast ocean, and a sea of troubles before in their
preparation (as may be remembred by that which wente before), they had now no friends
to wellcome them, nor inns to entertaine or refresh their weatherbeaten bodys, no
houses or much less townes to repaire too, to seeke for succoure. — And for the season
it was winter, and they that know the winters of that cuntrie know them to be sharp
and violent, and subjecte to cruell and feirce stormes, deangerous to travill to known
places, much more to serch an unknown coast. Besides, what could they see but a hidious
and desolate wildernes, full of wild beasts and willd men? and what multituds ther
might be of them they knew not. Nether could they, as it were, goe up to the tope of
Pisgah, to vew from this willdernes a more goodly cuntrie to feed their hops; for which
way soever they turnd their eys (save upward to the heavens) they could have litle solace
or content in respecte of any outward objects. For summer being done, all things stand
upon them with a wetherbeaten face; and the whole countrie, full of woods and thickets,
represented a wild and savage heiw. If they looked behind them, ther was the mighty

ocean which they had passed, and was now as a maine barr and goulfe to seperate them
from all the civill parts of the world. (Bradford 100-101)
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for this end, wee must be knitt together in this worke as one man, wee must
entertaine each other in brotherly Affeccion, . . . allwayes haueing before our eyes our
Commission and Community in the worke, our Community as members of the same
body, soe shall wee keepe the vnitie of the spirit in the bond of peace, the Lord will be
our God and delight to dwell among vs, as his owne people and will commaund a blessing
vpon vs in all our wayes, . . . wee must Consider that wee shall be as a Citty vpon a
Hill, the eies of all people are vppon vs; soe that if wee shall deale falselu with our god in
this worke wee haue vndertaken and soe cause him to withdrawe his present help from
vs, wee shall be made a story and by-word through the world, wee shall open the
mouthes of enemies to speake euill of the wayes of god and all professours for Gods
sake; wee shall shame the faces of many of gods worthy seruants, and cause theire
prayers to be turned into Cursses vpon vs till wee be consumed out of the good land

whether wee are goeing . . .. (Winthrop, "A Modell of Christian Charity" 198-99)
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This being so remarkable, and nothing falling out but by divine providence, it is
out of doubt, the Lord discovered somewhat of his mind in it. The serpent is the devil;
the synod, the representative of the churches of Christ in New England. The devil had
formerly and lately attempted their disturbance and dissolution; but their faith in the
seed of the woman overcame him and crushed his head. (John Winthrop "Journal" 142-
43)
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Hark, ye yet again, —the little lower layer. All visible objects, man, are but as
pasteboard masks. But in each event —in the living act, the undoubted deed — there,
some unknown but still reasoning thing puts forth the mouldings of its features from
behind the unreasoning mask. (Melville 144)
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Any form whatever, by the mere fact that it exists as such and endures,
necessarily loses vigor and becomes worn; to recover vigor , it must be reabsorbed into
the formless if only for an instant; it must be restored to the primodial unity from
which it issued; in other words, it must return to "chaos" (on the cosmic plane), to
"orgy" (on the social plane), to "darkness" (for seed), to "water"(baptism on the human
plane, Atlantis on the plane of history, and so on). (Eliade [1971] 88)
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