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Abstract

In this study, we analyzed the free text of a questionnaire survey on life after death conducted in Oiso Town, Kanagawa
Prefecture, which is located in a peri-urban area, for people aged 55 and over, and compared it with previous studies on urban
areas. The purpose of this study is to clarify the tendency and characteristics of the thoughts and actual conditions of SHU-
KATSU by the elderly people in Oiso-cho as an example of a peri-urban area.

Of the 898 questionnaires, 236 answers were analyzed for free answers. From the analysis by open coding, five categories
were obtained: "specific contents of SHU-KATSU," "attitude toward SHU-KATSU," "motivation for SHU-KATSU," "current
concerns," and "requests and problems”. In SHU-KATSU, "organizing things" and "organizing assets" were emphasized, and
people also wanted to take care of their health. "Three subcategories of "positive," "negative," and "neutral" were obtained for
the "attitude toward SHU-KATSU." In the "positive" category, specific details centered on "organizing" was often mentioned
together, while in the "neutral" category, "organizing assets" was relatively strongly associated with the motive of "not causing
trouble”. In the "negative" category, the motive of "communicating or consulting with family" was relatively strong, and the
respondents tended to talk about their concerns about "living alone" and "health". In addition, regardless of their attitudes

toward SHU-KATSU activities, the respondents felt a lack of knowledge and a need to prepare for their future lives.
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