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On the Jurisdiction of Noro in Okinawa

Eisho MIYAGI*

SUMMARY

It is believed that to find out how the jurisdiction of the Noro #Lo)
of Okinawa was decided and what changes have happened to it offers an
important clue to expound the birth and growth of villages, and the reli-
gionus, political and social characteristics of the Noro and Tsukasa (7)) in
Okinawa. That is what this article aims. at.

The writer’s conclusion is that the territory over which Noro’s authority
is exercised originated in the kind of parish of a Negami (1R#), who came
out of the pioneer family in a village, and has developed into the adminis-
trative territory in charge of Noro who was appointed by the government.
So in Okinawa, until in the Meiji era, the establishment, unification or
abolition of “Magiri=Son” (E¥)=4%}) and “Mura” (H) was carried out on
the basis of the territorial jurisdiction of Noro, and their constitutional
factors had a priority over those of the administration.

The materials of this article are mainly supplied by Ryukyu-Goku Yuraiki
(FHEHREH¥%E) compiled in 1713, and also by the records of the Noro and
Tsukasa, which are the fruit of our explorations from 1960 to 1965 in
Okinawa, Miyako, Yaeyama Islands and Amami-Oshima Islands.
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